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not change our world will be a drastically different place – the damage will be irreversible. 

Climate change is the greatest environmental threat humanity has ever faced and the biggest challenge. It is 

caused by the build-up of greenhouse gases from burning fossil fuels and the destruction of areas that store 

massive amounts of carbon like the world’s rainforests. 

No one knows how much warming is “safe” but we know that climate change is already harming people and 

ecosystems around the globe. 

UNISON is campaigning for climate solutions that still allow people to prosper without damaging the planet 

including increasing energy efficiency, clean energy and protecting the world’s rainforests 

Burning fossil fuels 

As we burn up the planet’s coal, oil and gas supplies and destroy vast areas of forests and peatlands, 

greenhouse gases are pouring into the atmosphere and disrupting the delicate balance of gases that sustains 

life on our planet. This is changing our world and having devastating impacts on people and environments. 

The overwhelming majority of climate scientists all agree on this – the rising global temperatures we’ve 

recently experienced are down to human activity. 

The impacts of climate change are already being felt. Average global temperatures have risen every decade 

since the 1970s, and the 10 warmest years on record have all occurred since 1997. 

Climate Emergency  

Special Issue 

  

 

With temperatures in the UK 

reaching record levels in the 

last couple of months it’s no 

surprise that we are in a 

Climate Emergency. While we 

enjoy the sunshine, sadly the 

change in climate across the 

globe is having a detrimental 

effect on our environment and 

our planet. 

In the next 10 years if things do  

 

 

 

If you have any suggestions of 

ways that we as a branch can be 

more environmentally friendly, 

please let us know and we can 

look into it.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT SOLUTIONS ARE THERE? 

We need to step up our use of clean energy like wind, wave, tidal and 

solar energy. Fortunately, there is practical, achievable action we can 

take now to minimise the amount of greenhouse gases reaching the 

upper atmosphere. 

What we need is a low carbon economy with minimal use of fossil 

fuels. And research shows that we already have the potential to 

produce everything we need to get us there – we’re just lacking the 

political action and investment to support a clean energy future. 

Capturing the carbon already in the atmosphere is also a must; As well 

as mass tree planting there are carbon capturing technologies that we 

must invest in.   

The first and most important thing we can do here in Britain is to 

reduce the amount of fossil fuels we use. This doesn’t mean sitting in 

the dark half the winter under a massive duvet, rather first of all we 

need to use the energy we get from coal, oil and gas as efficiently as 

we can. That means increasing the efficiency of the things in our life 

that use energy like appliances, cars, buildings and factories. 

Another huge step we can take is to make our energy production 

more efficient. Our current systems are so wasteful that properly 

applied energy efficiency measures could cut our overall power 

demand by over 50 per cent. 

We also need to redesign our transport system by improving and 

increasing the use of public transport, stopping airport expansion and 

massively increasing the efficiency of our petrol driven vehicles, and 

then replacing them, first with hybrids, and ultimately electric 

vehicles.  However, to bring about a radical change as quickly as 

possible all public transport needs to be free. 

Climate change is a big challenge for the planet, and requires action at 

a large scale by all levels of government and business. 

 

 

And this is just the beginning – the science 

predicts that anything more than 2°C rise 

in global temperatures puts us on the road 

to potentially catastrophic problems. 

There will be more flooding, more 

drought, more disease, more famine and 

more war, creating hundreds of millions of 

refugees and causing the destruction of 

entire ecosystems and species. 

We need urgent action to make sure that 

doesn’t happen.   

WAYS WE CAN BE MORE 

SUSTAINABLE EVERY DAY: 

 Using a reusable coffee cup – plus you often get 

discounts in coffee shops now for bringing your 

own cup! 

 Using a re-usable water bottle, not only does it 

save money in the long run in buying water in 

shops but it also helps the environment. 

 Buying metal re-useable straws to help reduce 

plastic waste. (This obviously does not apply to 

those who have disabilities and need these) 

 Repair instead of replacing, if clothing has a hole in 

it – sew it! 

 Replace light bulbs with energy saving bulbs. 

 Use a re-usable shopping bag.  

 Buy a re-usable razor – some companies even 

recycle the heads now. 

 Recycle 

 Use public transport where possible. 

 Save water – switch to a water saving shower 

head. 

 Purchase fair-trade products when shopping. 

 Buy local where possible; local shops, farmers 

markets, eat in independent restaurants (this helps 

local business and often ingredients are sourced 

locally too). 

 

Glaciers, permafrost and sea 

ice are disappearing. Sea 

levels are rising, coral reefs 

dying, seasons changing and 

extreme weather events 

becoming more common. 

The impacts of climate 

change are already 

responsible for killing an 

estimated 315,000 people 

every year and damaging 

ecosystems. 

 

 



  

VISIT FROM BIRMINGHAM YOUTH STRIKE 

4 CLIMATE 

At our Branch Committee meeting on Wednesday 31st July 

we had a speaker/visitor from Birmingham Youth Strike 4 

Climate. Macey came to speak to the branch activists about 

the Climate Emergency and what we can do to support 

them and our planet. 

Macey was really enthusiastic and you could see the drive 

that is behind the group of young people who are leading 

the charge in this Climate Emergency. She talked about 

keeping the power local, and showing strength in 

Birmingham around something so vital and that we ‘need 

steadfast activities around how were going to change this’. 

There was much discussion about affordable public 

transport that is more reliable and better quality as well as 

other ways that we can help our planet such as the issues 

with fast fashion which leaves our landfills full of clothing, 

and buying more sustainably – with less plastic.  

Below: Image from Bham Youth Strike 4 Climate on 

Facebook. 

Follow them on Twitter and Facebook: @bhamys4c 

 

 

 

THE FASHION INDUSTRY’S IMPACT  

Around 80 billion new pieces of clothing are consumed 

each year.  

Extinction Rebellion campaigner Sara Arnold had a 

conversation with Emily Sheffield, former deputy 

editor of Vogue recently; discussing the impact of the 

fashion industry on the planet, Arnold explained that 

there needs to be a ‘complete cultural change around 

clothes’. 

She went on to break down the key facts, as summed 

up by Ellie Violet Bramley for The Guardian: ‘the 

industry is set to grow by 63% by 2030; 100bn items 

are produced each year; fashion is a contributor to 

about 10% of carbon emissions; it is one of the biggest 

polluters, responsible for the release of a huge amount 

of microfibers and plastics into the ocean’. – this has a 

massive impact on our environment. 

These days it is getting easier to shop sustainably and 

ethically, there is far more of a range out there now 

including eco-friendly companies, natural and organic 

fibres, artisanal and hand made products and even 

vegan products -  to find out more about sustainable 

fashion I recommend visiting 

https://natimacchiato.com – who’s key topic is 

suitability as well as searching Sustainable Fashion in 

your search engine. 

Also, if you have clothing that you no longer need that 

is in good condition, please consider donating it to a 

charity shop or a charity such as Shelter which helps 

the homeless too. 

 

 

Please submit any articles or news items for 

our next issue by email to:  

Nicola.Moran@birminghamunison.co.uk 

https://natimacchiato.com/


 

Strike for the Climate 
Greta Thunberg recently said “We have learned that if we don’t start acting for our future, nobody else will 

make the first move. We are the ones we’ve been waiting for. 

  

Once again our voices are being heard on the streets, but it is not just up to us. We feel a lot of adults 

haven’t quite understood that we young people won’t hold off the climate crisis ourselves. Sorry if this is 

inconvenient for you. But this is not a single-generation job. It’s humanity’s job. We young people can 

contribute to a larger fight and that can make a huge difference.” 

  

The UNISON members below congratulate the council for passing the motion on climate change and publicly 

stating that there is a climate emergency.  

  

Like you we have been made more aware of the issues facing the future of our planet from young citizens 

who are determined to galvanise the change that is needed to save our planet. 

  

They are asking us to join them on the climate strike on the 20th September but due to the governments 

highly restrictive trade union laws we cannot legally strike for the climate. However, you could allow every 

member of staff that wants to attend the strike on the day the time off to do so with no loss of pay.  

  

The biggest polluters are huge corporations who will not easily agree to make the changes that are necessary 

without mass participation events that make our voices impossible to ignore. 

 If you take this lead other employers may follow. 

 

We therefore request that the council formally agree to  

  

 Allow all staff below to have a day of special leave to participate in the climate strike activities on the 20 th 

September 2019, even if this means the council has to run a “Christmas day” type service. 

 That the council makes it clear to the public why you have taken this step and that young citizens are 

calling on us all to join them. 

  

Name Email 

   

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

  

  


