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Keep up the pressure 
on TV licences: 

To write - go to: 
https://campaigns.ageuk.org.uk/page/44622/action/1?ea.tracking.id=newcampaigners 

To tweet - go to: 
https://campaigns.ageuk.org.uk/page/44623/tweet/1?ea.tracking.id=newcampaigners 
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BRUM annual 
outing a great 
success 
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pictures inside 

 

 

By Maureen Wade NEW Prime Minister Boris Johnson is 
under increasing pressure to keep 
free TV licences for the over 75s, 
after a massive 6334,334 people 
have signed the petition launched by 
Age UK. 
  Scores of celebrities have joined 
the fray too, including Ricky  
Tomlinson, Dame Helen Mirren, Sir 
Lenny Henry, and Len Goodman, 
while the campaign has made the 
front pages of national newspapers 
12 times. The Sun, The Mail, The  
Express and The Mirror are all now 
backing the campaign.   
  Letters of protest for Boris Johnson 
have been handed into the  

 
 
 
Conservative Campaign  
Headquarters, calling on Boris  
Johnson to take back responsibility 
for funding the concession free TV 
licences for older people. 
  The Age UK Campaign Team said: 
“A massive 634,334 of you signed 
the petition and we now await a re-
sponse. As Prime Minister, Boris 
Johnson has the power and  
authority to immediately make the 
decision to keep the free TV licence 
for all over 75's. We really hope we 
have done enough to make him  

listen to us. 
 “We’ve made sure the 
government can’t ignore 
us by projecting our cam-
paign message onto the 
front of Parliament and 
the Treasury too.” 
  The campaign has set up 
two websites where you 
can write or tweet your 
protest - see panel below. 
We still need to keep the 
pressure up until the move 
is scrapped.  
  Birmingham Retired 
members have been doing 
their bit too - see back 
page.     

 

LETTERS of protest get  
handed in to Tory Campaign HQ 

https://campaigns.ageuk.org.uk/page/44622/action/1?ea.tracking.id=newcampaigners
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS MONDAY - 10.30am start 

September 2    October 7 

November 4    December 2 

Coffee Mornings  

WEDNESDAYS  

10 am - 12.30 

Speaker Subject 

August 21 Lynne Ingram Manor House in Aldridge: Secrets from the 
Lodge 

September 18 Brian Teall Bletchley Park and the Enigma  
Code Machine 

October 16 Jenny Porter Work of the charity SPANA - Society for the 
Protection of Working Animals Abroad 

November 20 To be arranged  

December 18  Christmas Celebrations  

 

Christmas Meal, Britannia Hotel - Friday 6 December 

 

3 Branch news: Festival of Friends, 
Windrush commemoration 

4 Campaigns: UNISON national  
conference, WASPI latest 

5 Cybersecurity - the scams to look  
out for 

6 Howzat! Visit to Edgbaston Cricket 
ground 

7 Ramble: a walk in Sheldon Country Park 

8 - 9 National Arboretum - our annual 
day out 

10 Committee: who’s who 

11 Contact: all our contact numbers 

12 TV licence: local campaign latest 

INSIDE this issue 
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BRANCH NEWS 

BIRMINGHAM Retired Members are to hold a stall at the forthcoming  
Festival of Friendship at the Martineau Gardens. 
  At the UNISON organised event, the Retired Members will be highlighting 
the issues facing older members, with a stall held jointly with the West 
Midlands Pensioners Convention.  
  The Festival is being held to celebrate the diversity and creativity of  
Birmingham - a family friendly afternoon of music, song, story, learning, Tai 
Chi and spoken word.  
  This is a free and open event in a beautiful green setting, to celebrate 
UNISON’S commitment to Social Justice, and takes place on:  
Saturday 31st August 2019, Martineau Community Gardens, Priory Road, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham. 12.30pm – Introduction 3.30pm Finish.  
There will be stalls by UNISON’s Self Organised Groups. Food and Soft 
Drinks will be available. If anyone else would like to offer words, poems or 
songs you are very welcome. For more details, contact Donald McCombie 

on 07584 707253.  

Stand planned at ‘Festival 
of Friendship’ in August 

VICE Chair Elanor Dixon was 
amongst many who joined the  
Annual Windrush Service in Lozells 
in June.  
  The event saw a parade by mem-
bers of the Royal Navy, RAF and 
Army, as well as the Police and 
NHS. A service was held at the  
Assemblies of the First Born 
Church, complete with a 70 voice 
choir. The service commemorated 
June 22, 1948, when the ship, the 
Windrush, discharged its first pas-
sengers from the Caribbean at  
Tilbury docks, in what has become 
an important landmark in the  
history of modern Britain.  
  As the Order of Service com-
ments: “The people of the 
Windrush, their children and 
grandchildren have played a vital 
role in creating a new concept of 
what it means to be British.” 

RIGHT: Vice Chair 
Elanor Dixon.  
BELOW: the first 
arrivals at Tilbury 
docks 

ABOVE: the beautiful gardens at Martineau 

THIS year’s Retired Members national conference will be held in Southport 
on 1 - 2 October. The delegate from the Birmingham branch will be the 
Chair, Maureen Wade, and the regional representative is Sue Wood from 
the Walsall General Branch.  
  The Birmingham branch had submitted a resolution on the Birmingham 
Homecare workers, but at present this has been ruled out of order by the 
conference Standing Orders Committee. Maureen says she will be  
challenging the ruling!  

Remembering 
Windrush 

 UNISON Retired Members national 

conference, Southport 1 - 2 October 
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CAMPAIGNS 

 
Learning at work 
Birmingham UNISON are  
offering the following training 
workshops, which are open to 
all members, including from the 
Retired Section.  
   
All workshops run from  
1.30 - 4pm: 
 
Tuesday 20 August -Stress 
Management 
Wednesday 21 August -  
Dementia Awareness  
 
Held at the Birmingham branch 
office, 19th Floor, McLaren 
Building, 46 Priory Queensway, 
B4 7LF 
 
 
To find out more contact  
DONALD McCOMBIE on  

0121 200 7104  or  
07584 707253 

PM Boris Johnson has hinted that 
he may look at the changes to the 
state pension that will impact on 
over-50s women.  
  It has been reported that during 
the Conservative Party election  
contest Boris Johnson said “I  
commit to doing everything I  
possibly can to sorting it out.” 
  According to Welfare Weekly, 14 
July, Mr Johnson said: “I have made 
several representations already on 
behalf of my own constituents who 
fall into this category. 
“And I must say the answer I’ve got 
back from the Treasury is not yet 
satisfactory. 
“But I will undertake – if I’m lucky 
enough to succeed in this campaign  

 
 
 
– to return to this issue with fresh 
vigour and new eyes and see what I 
can do to sort it out. Because I’m 
conscious it’s been going on for too 
long.” 
“But you know obviously the  
Treasury raise some stupefying sum 
that they say will be necessary to 
deal with it. I’m not convinced 
that’s necessarily true. Let’s see 
what we can do.” 
  Meanwhile, the Judicial Review 
decision is still awaited, so the cam-
paign goes on. Sign the petition on: 
https://petition.parliament.uk/
petitions/254202 

Boris hints at pension support (but I 

wouldn’t hold your breath…) 

THE victorious Birmingham Home 
Care workers took centre stage at 
this year’s UNISON National Local 
Government Conference in  
Liverpool, held in June.   
  The dispute with the Home Care 
workers has been settled after Bir-
mingham City Council withdrew the 
proposals to impose new working 
contracts. The Home Workers  
resisted in a long running campaign 
that saw a total of 64 days of strike 
action.  
  UNISON General Branch treasurer 
and delegate, David Hughes,  

outlined the mood of the 
conference.  
  “The speech by David  
Prentis, General Secretary, 
on the first day did set a pos-
itive tone. Solidarity was his 
theme, both at home and 

internationally. He finished his 
speech by proclaiming that UNISON 
was not only the largest union in the 
UK but had the largest number of 
official strikes last year, 22 in all.  
  “As he read out a list of strikes in-
volved each one was applauded, 
rising to a crescendo when he  
finished with our own Birmingham 
Homecare strikers. Flag waving rep-
resentatives of the strikers paraded 
in front of the conference as “You’ll 
Never Walk Alone’’ was played, a 
rousing, quite emotional end to a 
speech that bought the whole  

conference floor to their feet.  
  “In fact, our strike was referenced 
many times during the conference, 
as delegates from different branch-
es mentioned it as inspiring them. 
Important motions, on Social Care, 
the Gender Pay Gap, The Windrush 
Generation, Universal Credit, Free 
TV licenses for over 75’s, Pensions, 
were all carried.  
  “Several members from the  
Birmingham General branch spoke: 
Home Carer Mandy Buckley spoke 
twice at the Local Government Con-
ference, once on Social Care and 
secondly on building union organi-
sation. Schools convenor Carol  
Garfield spoke on School funding at 
the Local Government Conference, 
and then again on Knife Crime at 
the main conference. Young  
Member Nicola Moran also spoke 
at Conference, the end of which saw 
her take up a place on the newly 
elected National Executive, where 
she will be joined by Branch  
Secretary Caroline Johnson.”  

UNISON national conference 
applauds Home Care workers 
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THE explosion in online fraud and cyber
-crime saw almost 6 million offences 
committed last year, meaning around 
one in ten adults in the UK fell victim. 
  91 per cent of all hacking and cyber-
crime starts with a ‘phishing email’.  
  Most people know that they should 
have strong passwords, that those 
passwords shouldn’t be reused, that 
they should be suspect of emails that 
contain unexpected attachments and 
that they must be careful when using 
public Wi-Fi. But time after time,  
humans prove that they don’t always 
adhere to best practices.  
  This makes the weakest link when it 
comes to cybersecurity—us. Criminals 

routinely seek to exploit individuals 
rather than systems because they  
understand just how effective social 
engineering techniques are on busy, 
distracted people who might not have 
cybersecurity at the front of their 
minds.  
   It is incredibly easy, and cheap, for 
bad actors to send out an email that 
contains a file with embedded malware 
or that gets you to reset your password 
on a look-alike fake website to phish 
for credentials. Once these criminals 
have gotten you to install the malware 
or have your credentials, they can 
wreak havoc on your computer - and 
your finances. 

Be on 
guard 

What you need to watch 
out for when going on-line 

Phishing: this is the most common form 
of hacking. They use an email that  
appears to originate from a trusted 
source to deceive you into clicking on 
malicious links or attachments that  
contain malware.  
 
Malvertising: this is on-line advertising 
that looks innocent or believable, but 
actually contains malware. 
 
Ransomware: a type of malware used 
by criminals to extort money, by  
encrypting your data – the criminal then 
offers to unlock it for a small ransom.  

Social Engineering: this is a collection of 
techniques used by crooks to deceive 
and manipulate people into performing 
actions they shouldn’t or revealing con-
fidential information, leaving the victim 
vulnerable to blackmail.  
 
Vishing: voice-phisihing - we’ve all had 
these. A sudden telephone call claiming 
to be from Microsoft or BT etc, saying 
you are about to lose internet access 
unless they can get access to your com-
puter. If you fall for it, they can pinch all 
your personal data, or sometimes they 
just charge you a sum, claiming they 

have fixed it when there was nothing 
wrong in the first place.  
 
Watering hole attack: this is where you 
are lured to visit a compromised web-
site (that you would normally trust but 
the website owners don’t know they 
have been hacked) that then infects 
your computer with a virus.  

How they try to catch you out 

 
‘PATCHING’: this is what you need to 
do. Every time you get ‘updates’ 
from your supplier, don’t put it off! 
They are designed to update, fix, or 
improve, including fixing security 
vulnerabilities and other bugs. 

THE Citizens Advice bureau can 
help if you have been cyber-
scammed. 
 Their ‘Scams Action’ service gives 
advice and information about 
online scams. 
Contact them if: 

• you think you might have found 

an online scam 

• you've been scammed online 

• you want to report an online 
scam 

• you're acting on behalf of some-

one who's been scammed online 
They'll let you know what to do 
next, and give you support on the 
issues you might be facing. 
  Contact a Scams Action adviser by 
calling 0300 330 3003. 
The service is open from Monday 
to Friday, 9am to 5pm, and closed 
on bank holidays. 
 

Citizens Advice can 
help with scams 



 

 

By Susan Mouneimne  
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OUT AND ABOUT 

HOWZAT! Edgbaston visit a big hit 

 
 
 
IN May, around 15 members of 
the Out and About group visited 
Edgbaston Cricket Club. 
  Peter, our guide, took us for a 
tour around the club facilities and 
showed us what takes place dur-
ing Test matches and how the 
events are covered by the media. 
We were able to visit the changing 
rooms, the broadcasters’ studios 
and the club’s hi-tech equipment 
including the huge electronic 
scoreboards, executive rooms for 
private functions (which can cost 
around £600 to hire), and how 
security is conducted during 
matches. 
  We went to the roof and had a 
look at the pitch, stadium seating 
and the Birmingham skyline.  
  We went down to the pitch to 
have a closer look but were not 
allowed to walk over the recently 
prepared ground for the match. 
This year they were erecting extra 
seating for the World Test  
matches. Luckily, the weather was 
on our side and we managed to 

take good pic-
tures on our 
cameras. In 
the broad-
casting studio, 
Alan from the 
group gave a 
good demon-
stration,  
covering an 
imaginary 
match – well 
done, Alan! 
  At the end of the tour our group 
gave a donation to the club  
charity. The club management 
subsequently sent me a thank you 
note which said: “Thank you so 
much for your kind donation and 
your generosity to support us in 
our aim to provide positive 
sporting and educational  
opportunities to young people 
experiencing disadvantage.”  
 
PS – I managed to get Ian Bell’s 
autograph, who happened to be in 
the exercise room! 

MORNING EVERYONE. Alan takes to the mic for  
a running commentary 

PLAY STOPPED FOR TEA: time 
for refreshments during the 
club tour, with a picnic in Canon 
Hill Park. 

ROOM WITH A VIEW: a good 
view of the Birmingham skyline 
from the ‘gods’ 



 

 

 7 

 

OUT AND ABOUT 
THE Out and 
About group also 
went for a  
ramble in Shel-
don Country 
Park, to try out 
its new paths, 
and watch the 
planes coming 
into land at  
Birmingham  
Airport.  
  It was followed 
by lunch in the 
local Harvester.  
 

NOTHING BUT BLUE 
SKY… the successful 
ramble in Sheldon 
Country Park 

FUNSPOT 

THE wedding ceremony came to 
the point where the Priest asked if 
anyone had anything to say con-
cerning the union of the bride and 
groom. It was their time to say so, 
or “forever hold their peace”. 
   
The moment of silence was broken 
by a young, beautiful woman  
carrying a child. She stood up and 
started walking slowly towards the 
Priest. The congregation was 
aghast! 
 
The groom’s jaw gaped as he stared 
disbelievingly at the approaching 
young woman and child. Chaos  
ensured. The bride threw down the 
bouquet and burst out crying. The 
groom’s mother fainted. The Best 
Man looked around frantically, 
wondering what to do.  
 
The Priest gave the young woman a 
fearful look and said: “Why have 
you come forward, what do you 
have to say!?!” There was absolute 
silence in the church.  
 
The young woman replied: “Sorry 
can you speak up a bit? We can’t 
hear a thing at the back.” 
 

 

Our next ‘Out and 
About’ visit is: 

Thursday  
September 12th  
 
Visit to  
Coventry  
Cathedral 



By Dorothy Lamb 
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THE July Coffee morning for UNISON 
Retired Members’ is the ‘annual day 
out’. 
 This year, the choice was a return 
to the National Arboretum, in  
Alrewas. 
  The first time Retired Members’  
visited the Arboretum, it was  
arranged by Ted Prosser (sadly no 
longer with us) in 2002.  
  Back then,  the Arboretum was 
only recently established, and the  
trees, shrubs and grass all newly 
planted. The Memorials, walk ways 
and all the necessary facilities were 
in place, but on a small scale. 
  Returning seventeen years later – 
wow, what a difference! It is now a 
magnificent site. To quote – ‘It is a 
spiritually uplifting place which  
honours the fallen, recognises  
service and fosters pride in the 
British Armed Forces and civilian 
community. 
  UNISON  Retired Members’ day 
out was enjoyed by all. 

ALL 
ABOARD! 
Members 
set off from 
Birmingham 
for the visit 

A poignant but pleasant 
day out at the National 
Arboretum 

 

TRIBUTE: the memorial to the Armed  
Forces bomb disposal teams. Among those 
commemorated is Captain Ronald  
Wilkinson, who was the first person to be 
killed in Birmingham as a result of the 
‘Troubles’ in Northern Ireland.  
  A year before the Birmingham pub  
bombings, in 1973 Capt Wilkinson was 
called to a suspect device in Highfield 
Road, off the Hagley Road. It detonated as 
he attempted to defuse it.  

REMEMBRANCE: Chair Maureen Wade by 
the Gallipoli memorial. Both her and her 
husband’s grandfathers were wounded at 
Gallipoli.  

IMPOSING: the main memorial at the 
National Aboretum in Alrewas.  
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National Aboretum visit 
Wednesday 17 July 

REMEMBERED: people can arrange person-
al  tributes with the Arboretum. This one is 
for a long standing member of West  
Midlands UNISON. THEY ALSO SERVED: amongst 

all the Regimental and Service 
memorials, you can also  
discover commemorations for 
the civilians who served -  
below, the memorials to the 
Bevin Boys and railway  
workers 

LAND TRAIN: many members  
took advantage of the Land Train  
to tour the huge site.  

LONG DAY: Time for a well earned break 
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Putting names to faces - here’s 
your Committee members  

Maureen 
Wade 
Chair & 
West Mids 
UNISON 
Retired 
Members 
rep 

Vera  
Wright 
Membership  
Secretary 

Susan 
McNeill 
Treasurer 

Nick Hulley 
Birmingham 
UNISON 
Branch  
Committee 
Liaison 

Steve  
Garnowski 
Technology 

Phillippa 
Henderson 
West  
Mids 
UNISON 
Retired 
Members 
rep[ 

Dorothy 
Lamb 
West  
Midlands 
Pensioners 
Convention 

Elanor  
Dixon  
Welfare 
Officer & 
Vice Chair 

Joan  
Richards 
Committee 
member 

Loretta 
Parris 
Committee 
member 

 

Susan 
Mouneimne 
Out and About 

Yvonne  
Hadley  
Joint  
Membership 
Secretary 

Jenny  
Smith 
Speakers 
Programme 

 
 
Did you know? 

• A joint report by two leading 
watchdogs has found that the 
treatment of victims of crime aged 
over 60 is not good enough. They 
examined 192 cases - they found 
101 of them unsatisfactory.  

 
• Over 17 per cent of the population 

is not saving for later life, with 1 in 
5 saying they will never be able to 
afford to retire, according to  

   research by Scottish Widows.  
 
• It is estimated one million UK pen-

sioners are living in poverty, while 
the Government has admitted that 
£7 billion’s worth of Pension Cred-
its have gone unclaimed since 
2017. 

 
• The Alzheimers Society say that 

people with dementia have now 
paid £15 billion of their own money 
to pay for care.  



 

 

Birmingham Retired Members Branch 

CHAIR      Maureen Wade - 0121 354 8223 

SECRETARY     Vera Wright 0121 783 3250 
    Yvonne Hadley  

HON. TREASURER     Susan McNeill - 0121 554 5167  

Birmingham Unison Branch 
Committee Liaison  

    Nick Hulley 

Vice Chair & Welfare Officer    Elanor Dixon - 0121 356 5676 

West Midlands Region Unison    Phillippa Henderson - 0121 681 8598 
   Maureen Wade  

West Midlands Pensioners  
Convention 

   Dorothy Lamb - 0121 378 5751 
   Maureen Wade - 0121 354 8223 

Technology    Steve Garnowski - 07774 196278  

Out and About     Susan Mouneimne - 0121 444 5560 

Rambles     Michael Murray - 01922 632 162 

Speakers Programme    Jenny Smith 

Committee Members without 
portfolio 

   Loretta Parris - 0121 333 4372 
   Joan Richards 

      

To leave a message with 
Birmingham Unison Retired 
Members contact: 
 

Branch Office - 0121 
200  3331 
 
Voice Mail - 0121 200 
7150 
 
Email: 
RMG@birmingham.co.uk 
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COMMITTEE CONTACTS 

 

    



THE campaign to save free TV  
licences for the over 75s continues, 
with widespread support. During 
the ‘Pensioners Parliament’ being 
held in Blackpool, member Brian 
Albutt joined a coachload of pro-
testers who left the conference to 
journey to the BBC headquarters in 
Salford for an impromptu protest 
outside the building. They were 
joined by former Royle Family actor 

– and of course more importantly, 
one of the Shrewsbury Two – Ricky 
Tomlinson. 
  Meanwhile, the local campaign is 
picking up speed with successful 
stalls in local areas, where people 
are asked to take a pre-prepared 
postcard for them to send to their 
local MP. In the activity in Bloxwich, 
over 175 postcards were taken. The 
‘roadshow’ continues with similar 

activities planned for Bromsgrove, 
Halesowen, Nuneaton, Worcester 
and Stourbridge.  
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TV licence campaign goes on 
the road in West Mids 

 

The West Midlands  
Pensioners Convention is the 
regional organisation of the 

National Pensioners  
Convention.  

To find out more go to: 

www.wmpconvention.weebly.com 

 

Come and join us! 
Are you a retired member of UNISON and live in 
or near Birmingham? If so, come along and meet 
the Birmingham Retired Members section. We are 
a busy lot - and we are always open to suggestions 
of other things to do. Interested? Then just get in 
touch with Vera on 0121 783 3250 to find about 
membership.  

PICTURES: Members on recent visits to the  
National Arboretum and Edgbaston cricket 
ground 


