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AGE UK is alerting people that if 
you live with someone who has 
dementia, you are probably eligible 
for a cut in the amount of Council 
Tax you pay, of anything up to 50 
per cent.  
  This is because many people - 
particularly elderly couples - do not 
realise that if their partner is  
exempt from paying Council Tax, 
the local council then treat the  
other as a ‘sole occupier’, and 
therefore eligible for a lower rate.  
  People can be exempt from pay-
ing Council Tax if they live in a Care 
Home, but also if they still live at 
home and have a severe mental 
impairment such as dementia.  
  Seeing a partner deteriorate 
through illnesses such as dementia 

is a heart-breaking experience, so 
the healthy partner has many  
other things to deal with, not just 
emotionally, but also practical  
issues such as continuing care etc.  
  So many do not realise – either if 
their partner with dementia has 
moved into a care home or still 

remains at their own 
home – their  
council now views their 
home as a single  
occupancy.  
  In addition, leaving 
aside dementia, if you or 
your partner are in  
hospital for a very long  

period, leaving your 
home unoccupied, you 

may also be  
eligible for an  

exemption for that  
period.  

Inside this issue 

FESTIVAL: great fun for 
all at the ‘Diversity Day’ 

CONFERENCE: report 
back on the key decisions 

SECURITY: is your home 
safe from burglars? 

DAY OUT: reports from 
the ramblers and trippers 

Are you eligible 
for a cut in your 
Council Tax? 

 
To find out more, contact 
Age UK – visit their  
website at: 

www.ageuk.org.uk 
 
or telephone their helpline 
on  

0800 055 6112  

 

 

http://www.ageuk.org.uk
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Notice Board 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS  - MONDAYs, 10.30am start 

November 4   December 2 

January 6           February 3 

March 2  

COFFEE MORNINGS - Wednesdays 10am - 12.30 

November 20   ‘Wrong sex, wrong instrument’ - Maggie Cotton 

December 18   Christmas celebrations 

January 15   Bring & Buy, subs collections  

February  19 Speaker TBC 

March 18  AGM 

April 15  ‘The Girl from Guildford Street’ - Gina While 

 

 

THIS year’s Christmas din-
ner will again take place 
at the Britannia Hotel in 
New Street, Birmingham 
B2 4RX. Festivities start at 
12 noon on Friday 6  
December, cost £13.   
   
Our Membership  
Secretary Vera Wright will 
be writing to all members 
to see who wants to 
come. Hope to see you 
there! 

 

Mrs Iris Hurved 
 
A GROUP of our Retired 
Members attended the  
funeral of Mrs Iris Hurved, 
who died recently.  
   
Iris was a member for many 
years and regularly came to 
the monthly coffee mornings 
and other events.  
 
However, for the past few 
years her health was poor 
and she was unable to attend 
further meetings. She  
renewed her membership 
though every year, and  
enjoyed receiving the  
newsletter and hearing or our 
activities.  



OVER 400 people attended the Annual 
Conference of UNISON Retired  
Members in Southport at the beginning 
of October. The mood was of both  
anger and hope, but it also reflected the 
determination of the ‘oldies’ of the  
union movement to continue the fight 
to protect their rights and welfare, care 
and health services.  
  The proposals of the Tories to scrap 
free TV licences for the over 75s, to 
subject state retirement pensions to 
national insurance contributions, and 
the further erosion of winter fuel pay-
ments were all condemned.  
  Some of the key debates focussed on 
health and social care provision for the 
elderly (Composite B) and the austerity 
agenda (Composite C). In particular, the 
focus was the lack of plans by the gov-
ernment to address the crisis in the care 
system, and the failure to produce their 
promised Green Paper about how social 
care should be funded.  
  Many delegates had earlier attended 
the Labour Party conference in Bright-
on, and were heartened by the promise 
by Shadow Chancellor John McDonnell 
that Labour will provide free health and 
social care for the over 60s. The confer-
ence went on to pass Composite B, 
which called for all care provision to be 
brought back into public control and to 
be funded by general taxation.  
  As your delegate to conference, I was 
able to speak in the debate and reflect-

ed on the battle of our own Home Care 
workers in Birmingham to protect their 
jobs and services.  
  Other key issues debated in Composite 
D was the celebration of the Bus Pass, 
and the need to protect this provision, 
and to fight for affordable and  
accessible transport for the elderly. 
Delegates talked of their difficulty in 
trying to access community and health 
services, because bus services have 
been privatised and cut to the bone. 
This was particularly relevant to  

delegates from rural areas, where  
public transport has become virtually 
extinct.  
 The conference, for the second year 
running, rejected a resolution allowing 
for the ‘Helpforce’ volunteer scheme to 
be allowed to operate in the health 
service. Conference was adamant that 
they did not want health service jobs 
being replaced by an army of unpaid 
volunteers. The resolution was rejected, 
despite it being supported by  
the Retired Members National  
Committee, and the endorsement of 

the UNISON 
health service 
group leader-
ship. The con-
ference also  
emphasised the 
need to work 
with other 
groups fighting 
to protect the 
rights and  
services of the 
elderly, such as 
Age UK. Jan 
Shortt, General 
Secretary of the 
National  

Pensioners Convention, took part in the 
panel debate during the afternoon, 
where the focus of discussion was 
‘Exploding the Myth about  
Intergenerational Unfairness’. 
  National conference is a great  
opportunity for us to be involved in the 
development of the UNISON Retired 
Members policy and campaigns. I hope 
that next year we can take up the four 
delegate places we are entitled to, for 
the conference in (hilly) Bournemouth.  
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CONFERENCE 

 UNISON Retired Members national 

conference, Southport 1 - 2 October 

Anger and defiance 

 

By Maureen Wade  
(conference delegate) 

ABOVE: During conference, Maureen 
was joined by the Solihull delegate 
Martin Tolman to leaflet in support of 
the Birmingham University workers 
who have begun industrial action.  

 
West Midlands representation  
at the conference 
 

• 34 delegates and 15 others 
were registered from 25 
West Midlands branches 

• This was up from 31 and 10 
last year. Two branches did 
not register delegates from 
whom members had been 
elected.  

• 38 people signed in at the 
West Midlands regional 
meeting. 



 

Ramblers 

Rain didn’t stop play 
THE Ramblers group didn’t let the recent bad  
weather get the better of them.  
  The original intentions had been to go to  
Brueton Park, Solihull, and Highbury Park.  
However, due to bad weather we were  
restricted to visiting Cannon Hill Park instead .  
Members still enjoyed the shorter walks and longer lunch  
at the Selly Park Tavern - despite some paths being under water! 

 

A WELL attended coffee morning on 16 
October was addressed by Steph Haase 
from Birmingham and  
Solihull Women’s Aid. The issue of do-
mestic violence continues to have a 
high profile, as the current government 
is  planning to introduce a Domestic 
Violence Act,  but also because the fig-
ures released for the deaths of women 
as a result of domestic violence saw 
173  
women being murdered in 2018. 
  Steph talked about the development 
of Women’s Aid from the 1970s, where 
women were forced to squat in empty 
buildings in order to try and find a safe 
place, through to the present where 
today Women’s Aid have both locally 
and  
nationally run refuges for women and 
their children, and a 24 hour helpline 
that women can contact, offering  

emotional, legal and financial support.  
  In Birmingham, they now have a 
‘Housing Hub’, assisting with finding 
emergency accommodation, alongside 
support staff located in GP Practices 
and are now going to be based at the 
QE Hospital.  
  Steph emphasised the difficulty that 
Women’s Aid have faced as a charity 
during this period of austerity, and how 
the cuts in local services and the police 
make it more difficult for women to 
escape a violent situation.  
  A full discussion followed, with many 
contributions from members.  

  The Women’s Aid Helpline number is: 

0808 800 0028. 

THERE was a fascinating talk at the 
September coffee morning, where 
speaker Brian Teall spoke on Bletchley 
Park and the Enigma code machine.  
  While today the work of Alan Turing 
has finally been recognised, Brian  
explained that the first initial break-
through in decoding the German’s 
Enigma machine in World War II, was 
by Polish decoders who managed to 
flee the Nazi invasion of Poland.  
  He outlined the complexity of Alan 
Turing’s work in creating the first com-
puters to assist the oper-
ation, and pointed out 
that many historians now 
believe the work of 
Bletchley Park shortened 
the war by an estimated 
two years. 
RIGHT: Speaker Brian 
Teall  

Remembering 
the work of 
Bletchley Park 

 

BRANCH NEWS 
Understanding Domestic Violence 

 4 

By Michael Murray 
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THE High Court has ruled that women 
born in the 1950s won’t be entitled to 
claim compensation for changes to the 
state pension age.  
  The ‘BackTo60’ campaign group 
brought the case against the govern-
ment, challenging increases in the state 
pension age that meant some women 
would need to wait up to six additional 
years for payments.  
  The group sought restitution of state 
pension backdated to age 60, the  
original age they were due to receive it. 
However, the Court found in favour of 
the government, which argued the 
changes were necessary to equalise the 
age between men and women. 
  The verdict comes after a two-day 
judicial review at the High Court back in 
June of this year. Michael Mansfield QC 
represented the BackTo60 campaign 
group, and the nearly 4m women who 
were affected by the change in govern-
ment policy.  
  His main argument was that raising 
the state pension age discriminated 
against these women on the basis of 
their sex and age, when they have   

already suffered workplace  
discrimination.  
  However, the judges ruled in favour of 
the government, saying: ‘There was no 
direct discrimination on grounds of sex, 
because this legislation does not treat 
women less favourably than men in 
law.’ 

  The ‘BackTo60’ campaign says it is 
going to appeal  against the decision, 
and is raising funds through crowd-
funding to cover legal costs – it has 
already raised well over £50,000. 
To find out more go to 
www.backto60.com 

 

CAMPAIGNS 

ANOTHER indication that the  
Conservative government wants to  
increase the pension age even further 
can be found in a new report from the 
party, issued recently. 
  A Conservative research group, co-
founded by the former Conservative 
leader Iain Duncan Smith, has published 
a report titled: Ageing Confidently:  
Supporting an ageing workforce. 
  The report says: "Removing barriers 
for older people to remain in work has 
the potential to contribute greatly to 
the health of individuals and the afford-
ability of public services”  
  Ex-pensions minister Ros Altmann 
tweeted a series of posts regarding the 
report, saying that the increase is 
"shocking" and "must not be allowed to 

happen."  
  The Birmingham UNISON  branch  
October newsletter commented: “If the 
government want to make us work until 
we are 75, it begs the question if they 
even want us to live until pensionable 
age! Our pensions already far from on 
par with other European countries and 
they want us to work even longer for it.  
  “ ‘Removing Barriers’ in the years 
where the hard work of all your life 
should be paying off, Iain Duncan Smith 
talks of people’s opportunity to 
‘increase retirement savings’ – should 
we as a country not be taking care of 
our elderly instead of making them save 
their pennies in their old age? Realisti-
cally many of the working class work 
until pensionable age and cannot afford 

to retire before then, while the rich 
retire early on gold plated pensions, so 
this will not affect the likes of the MP’s 
calling for the change”. 

High Court 
over-rules 
‘Back to 60’ 
pension fight 

Now they want us to work until we are 75... 

ABOVE: BRUM members join a protest outside Birmingham Council House against 
the prorogation of Parliament, and for pensioners’ rights.  

THE Digital, Culture, Media & Sport 
Committee of MPs has recommend-
ed that the Government and BBC 
find a way to save the free TV  
licence for all over 75s.  
  Age UK said: “The Committee’s 
report echoes much of what we’ve 
been saying for months, and we 
look forward to seeing how the 
Government responds”. 

 Committee backs TV  

licence campaign 

http://www.backto60.com
http://email.ageuk.org.uk/c/1AUt7HpSa4j09trie2p8Xb
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Diversity Day 

AROUND 25 Birmingham Retired 
Members came along for a day of 
fun at the  
‘Festival of Friendship’ in the de-
lightful setting of Martineau Gar-
dens. 
  At the UNISON organised event, 
the Retired Members had a stall 
held jointly with the West Mid-
lands Pensioners Convention, 
highlighting the issues facing older 
members, and the campaign to 

save free TV licences for the over 
75s. 
  Held on Saturday 31st August, it 
was a free and open event in a 
beautiful green setting in Edgbas-
ton, to celebrate UNISON’S com-
mitment to Social Justice, and cel-
ebrated the diversity and creativi-
ty of Birmingham – it was a family 
friendly afternoon of music, song, 
story, learning, Tai Chi and spoken 
word.   

Songs, sunshine and 
fun at Martineau  
Gardens 

ABOVE: having a 
laugh on the 
BRUM stall. 
RIGHT: Rob ‘The 
Poet’ Punton 
entertains with 
his poetry 

ABOVE & BELOW: Donald 
McCombie was the MC for the day 

LEFT:  
music was 
provided 
by Blue 
Smoke 
Union and 
Gospel 
Bell. 
RIGHT: 
many had 
a go at Tai 
Chi for the 
first time 
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Out and About 

SEPTEMBER’S ‘Out and About’ activity was a visit to Coventry Cathedral. 
Around 15 members joined the visit, travelling by bus and train, using 
our bus passes.  
  Firstly we visited the new Cathedral, with its 
magnificent stained glass windows. We looked at 
the sculptures and chapels, as well as the world’s 
largest tapestry, which was designed by Graham 
Sutherland and woven in France.  
  We then went into the ruins of the original  
Cathedral, which was infamously destroyed during 
the blitz on the city in 1940. We declined a walk 
up the tower, due to the 186 step spiral staircase!  
  A few members then visited St Michael’s church, 
just behind the Cathedral ruins. A small hall was 
open, with an interesting display of artefacts, 
vestments and books. By then we were ready for 
our late lunch, and headed to the nearby The  
Flying Standard. Thanks to all the members who 
came along – it was a great day out. 

Cathedral walks in  
Coventry By Susan Mouneimne  

And the Botanical  
Gardens too…. 

                                         A great day     
        out was had at the Botanical  
Gardens in Birmingham too. Autumn 
colours and Dahlias and Begonias 
still in bloom, peacocks on the  
terrace sun bathing! And the  
Pavilion, which apparently is the 
oldest  
in the  
world.  

ABOVE: Sights at Coventry Cathedral were stunning, in particular its magnificent stained glass window 



MAKING SURE your 
home is as secure as 
possible can seem 

daunting, but there are a few simple things everyone can do 
to improve their domestic security. 

 

1  Burglar alarms 

Installing a burglar alarm in a visible place is a great 
way to start, as studies reveal that your home is far 
less likely to be targeted if you have one. If you 

can’t afford a real one, you can buy very good dummy boxes, 
cheaply. Some have with a flashing red or blue led light. You 
can also buy dummy cameras, also with a red light. You will 
have to change the batteries in the dummies from time to 
time. 
  Joining a Neighbourhood Watch programme is also not only 
a great way to feel safe, but also to meet people in your area 
at the same time, providing you with a greater sense of  
community and security. 

 

2  Windows and doors 

Windows and doors are the entry and exit 
routes for would-be burglars, and so remember 
to close and lock them whenever you leave your 

home, even if it’s just for a few minutes. Windows on ground 
level and in accessible areas should ideally be made of tough-
ened glass or double-glazed, and should be fitted with good 
quality locks. It is recommended that all doors should be a 
minimum of 45mm thick, be fitted with a five-lever mortice 
deadlock and have a strong frame.  
  Most insurance companies insist on all external doors having 
a 5 lever mortice lock, and will not pay out if you do not have 
them. If you have a new UPVC (white plastic) door, insist the 
bottom panel is reinforced, not just hard foam. I understand 
that burglars hold a cigarette lighter to a foam panel and melt 
it. A spy hole, door chain and internal cover for the letterbox 
are also encouraged. 
  Always try to avoid leaving valuables, home or car keys near 
these entry points. This is important, because if your car is 
stolen using the keys you may not be successful with your 
insurance claim. 

3  Lighting/Deterrents 

Lighting up your home is a useful and simple  
deterrent. The fitting of an external security light or 
lights and timer switches for lights inside are simple 

ways of enhancing home security. I leave a radio on timer, 
with Radio 4 on. It sounds from outside just like someone 
watching telly . 
 
 
 

4  Garden 

Check for ‘weak spots’ in your garden, like a sag-
ging fence or a weak gate lock, and consider using 
gravel for pathways (as it’s impossible to walk on it 

without making a sound!).  
  Keep large shrubs away from your front door, as they give 
cover for a burglar to break in. 
  Don’t leave ladders in the garden, as they are perfect for 
burglars to use. If you must leave them out, padlock and 
chain them to a drainpipe or something solid. You can have 
what is called a ‘ground anchor’ concreted into the patio to 
fasten your chain to. Often used by motorcycle owners.  
  Solid wooden garden gates offer easy access for thieves, as 
they are sturdy and easy to climb. Ornamental iron gates are 
a far more effective deterrent as they are harder to climb and 
intruders can be seen through them. If possible, it’s also wise 
to try to use at least two locks on any gate. 
Back gardens are the most vulnerable part of a house, being 
tucked away and normally out of sight. Fences can offer vital 
protection. Aim for a two-metre high fence topped with 30 to 
45cms of trellising. The trellising can’t support a person’s 
weight, and so the risk of making a noise or causing physical 
harm is a great deterrent. A shrub with prickly spikes, like a 
Berberis, is also a good deterrent.  
  Garden sheds are a popular target, and so should not be 
overlooked. Aim to secure the door with at least one  
heavy-duty hasp and closed-shackle padlock, along with 
coach-bolt fixings through the door and frame. You can buy a 
battery powered door alarm for shed doors, if there is no 
power supply. 
 

5  Ask Yourself! 

If I wanted to/had to break into my house, how 
would I do it? You then know your weak points. 
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How safe is your home? 
By Steve Garnowski  
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WITH Halloween here, no doubt 
‘Count Dracula’ will get the usual 
bad press. Bob Wade, who helps 
put BRUM together, works once a 
year in Transylvania and explains 
the legend has less to do with  
vampires and more to do with  
Tuberculosis. Oh, and Vlad the  
Impaler wasn’t such a bad chap 
either... 
 

T he Dracula legend has less to do 
with blood-sucking beasties, and 

more to do with the Tuberculosis or TB 
outbreak that wracked Europe in the 
mid to late 19th century. In 1880 in  
England alone, 80,000 people were 
killed by TB.  
  The rise of TB ran parallel to the  
industrial revolution, which saw  
populations move into overcrowded 
towns and cities. The TB disease was 

then known as ‘Consumption’.  
In Western  
Europe,  
it was  
seen  
almost as a ‘romantic  
disease’: its symptoms –  
a pale complexion, eyes  
brightened by fever,  
weight-loss – were seen  
as a fashionable look at  
the time, and the word  
was that God was turning you  
into an Angel in readiness for Heaven.  
  The look was immortalised by the  
consumptive waifs that adorned the art 
of the Pre-Raphaelites, or by the  
heroine in Puccini’s La Boheme. In café  
society, perfectly healthy women  
began to powder their faces white, 
adorn black eye-liner and recline limply 
on salon chairs to emulate the look.  
  In the dark forests of Eastern Europe 
however, it was the reverse. Evil was 
seen at work. In the final throes of TB, 
the victims vomit much blood. It was 
speculated by the superstitious that the 
victims would need to replenish their 
blood supply, and could only do so by 
drinking the blood of unsuspecting  
others.  
  By the time the original victim died, 
they had most likely passed on the  
disease to their family, given the 
cramped and unhealthy living  
conditions of the time. When the  
others too began to fall victim to the 
disease, it was believed the spirit of the 
dead original victim was stalking the 
village at night, still in the search for 
blood. The perceived solution was to 
disinter the original victim, cut out their 
heart and burn it. It was seen as pre-
ventative medicine, rather than  
ghoulish.  
  The Irish author Bram Stoker, who 
never visited Transylvania in his life, 
must have heard these lurid tales from  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
travellers to eastern Europe. He was 
looking for a new character for his  
horror story, and the TB outbreak was 
the perfect backdrop. He invented his 
Dracula character in 1897.  
   

S earching for a name for his  
murderous Count, he came up with 

‘Droch Ola’ – sometimes spelt ‘Drac 
Ullah’ – the Irish Gaelic for ‘bad fluids’ 
or ‘bad blood’, often speculated of at 
the time as the cause of TB.  
  All the victims of Dracula – the ‘Dead 
Un-Dead’ – looked remarkably like TB 
sufferers in their late symptoms:  
shining eyes, washed out pale  
complexion, blood red lips, and  
sensitivity to light etc, the sights of 
which were all around the scared  
reader during the TB epidemic. Stoker 
knew how to frighten his audience. 
  Stoker added another Irish twist. 
There were dark tales from Ireland’s 
past about over-zealous Priests. Given 
that suicide was declared a sin, the 
deceased was not allowed to be buried 
in consecrated ground. The furious  
relatives would often sneak the corpse 
into the church graveyard and bury it 
themselves. To stop this practice, the 
more zealous Priests would not only 
bury the suicide victim in  
un-consecrated ground, but then drive 
a stake through the body to pin it 
there. Sound familiar? 
  Having created a name for his villain, 
Stoker now needed a back-story to give 
the chilling tale some credence. He 

Why Dracula gets a  
bad press 

LEFT: the ‘consumptive waif’ look  
became very fashionable, epitomised 
by the Pre-Raphaelite artists 



needed a real character from the past 
to base his current Dracula on, to draw 
in his terrified reader that perhaps 
there was some truth in this man-made 
legend.  
  Bram Stoker’s hapless victim was poor 
old ‘Vlad Dracula’ or ‘Vlad the Impaler’.  
His real title was Vlad III, the Prince of 
Wallachia, a 15th century Knight who 
was a member of the German based 
chivalric Order of the Dragon – or 
‘Draculesti’. During this period, to be a 
‘dragon’ was to be a fearless fighter, 
resolute in battle. Even our very own 
home-grown hero Francis Drake often 
changed his name to Francis Draeck, 
the old Flemmish word for dragon, to 
help put the wind up our enemies 
across the Channel. So Vlad being a 
‘Draculesti’ was all about being a fear-
less dragon in combat, and nothing to 
do at all with flapping around at night 
and creeping up on people.  
   

T ransylvania at the time was  
occupied by the Ottoman Empire.  

Vlad’s childhood was one of brutality – 
the young Prince was held hostage by 
the hated Ottoman Empire but refused, 
even as a child, to convert or succumb 
to Ottoman rule, religion and customs, 
with all the subsequent beatings and 
punishments that entailed.   
  On his release, he answered the 
Pope’s call for a new Crusade against 
the encroaching Ottoman Empire. He 
led a brutal guerrilla war in Transylvania 
against the Turks, driving them back 
down into the Balkans. But he was  
betrayed by this brother who took the 

throne, with help of neighbouring  
Hungary, who also had eyes on  
occupying Transylvania. Vlad was again 
imprisoned for another eight years, but 
true to form refused the trade-off of 
submission for freedom.  
  On his eventual release, he once more 
took up arms, finally dying in battle 
when his small force of 4,000 was  
hopelessly outnumbered by the  
Ottomans. In true ‘Draculesti’ manner, 
he fought to the death rather than  
surrender.    
  It was only years after his death that 
he was re-branded as ‘Vlad the  
Impaler’. Prince Vlad had also driven 
the Saxons out of Transylvania – they 
had supported a Hungarian invasion of 
Transylvania, which Vlad soon saw off. 
However, the Saxons arrived back in 
southern Germany just as the new  
invention of the printing press was  
underway. As payback, in the first  
example of ‘Fake News!’, they mass  
produced sensationalist pamphlets on 
Vlad’s alleged brutal methods , and the 
lurid tales of mass impaling spread  
throughout Europe.  
  Prince Vlad was certainly a bit hard 
line at times (if you didn’t remove your 
hat in church, Vlad would have it nailed 
to your head), and there may well have 
been a bit of impaling, but not on the 
scale the Saxons alleged.  
  In Romania today, he is still considered 
a national hero. It was Bram Stoker who  
reinvented him as the prince of  
darkness, at a time of collective anxiety 
around TB and ‘bad blood’.  
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ABOVE: beautiful Transylvania still gets a bad press in the West 

Susan Mouneimne recently took 
a trip to the Lebanon. Here’s her  
report: 
 
MYSELF and Said visited Lebanon 
in September/October. The 
weather was 29 - 31 degrees, so it 
was nice to be warm.  
  We visited family in Beirut -  a 
lively city with traffic mayhem! 
There was lots of lovely food  
everywhere - hummus, baba  
ganoush, kafta, fig salads. Mustn’t 
forget the sweets either - Baklava. 
  We managed to stay at a sea re-
sort in north Lebanon and later in 
south Lebanon, we visited are ar-
ea called Tyre. There was some 
Roman archeology with a hippo-
drome - all very interesting. We 
also visited the Bekka Valley, 
where they grow vines for famous 
wines such as Musar and Kefraya, 
and much more, as well as huge 
pumpkin squashes.  

 A trip to the 
Lebanon 



Birmingham Retired Members Branch 

CHAIR      Maureen Wade - 0121 354 8223 

JOINT MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARIES 

    Vera Wright 0121 783 3250 
    Yvonne Hadley  

HON. TREASURER     Susan McNeill - 0121 554 5167  

Birmingham Unison Branch 
Committee Liaison  

    Nick Hulley 

Vice Chair & Welfare Officer    Elanor Dixon - 0121 356 5676 

West Midlands Region Unison    Phillippa Henderson - 0121 681 8598 
   Maureen Wade - 0121 354 8223 

West Midlands Pensioners  
Convention 

   Dorothy Lamb - 0121 378 5751 
   Maureen Wade - 0121 354 8223 

Technology    Steve Garnowski - 07774 196278  

Out and About     Susan Mouneimne - 0121 444 5560 

Rambles     Michael Murray - 01922 632 162 

Speakers Programme    Jenny Smith - 0121 354 6680 

Committee Members without 
portfolio 

   Loretta Parris - 0121 333 4372 
   Joan Richards 
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COMMITTEE CONTACTS 

 
Learning at work 
 
Birmingham UNISON are offer-
ing the following training work-
shops, which are open to all  
members, including from the 
Retired Section.  
   
•Thursday 14th November 2019  
2.30 – 4.30  
Challenging Bullying at work  
•Monday 28th October 2019  
1.30-4.00  
Menopause Workshop  
 
 

•Monday 18th November 2019  
1.30-4.00  
Interview Skills/Get that job  
 
•Tuesday 29th October 2019  
1.30 – 4.00  
Stress/Well Being & Meditation  
•Thursday 21st November 2019  
1.30 – 4.00  
Assertiveness workshop  
•Thursday 30th October 2019  
1.30 – 4.00  
Equalities & Diversity Workshop  
•Thursday 28th November 2019  
1.30 – 4.00  
Facing Change/Retirement  
Planning  

•Tuesday 12th November 2019  
1.30-4.00  

Stress Management & Tai Chi.  
 
All workshops are held at the  
Birmingham branch office, 19th 
Floor, McLaren Building,  
46 Priory Queensway, B4 7LF 
 
 
 
To find out more contact  
DONALD McCOMBIE on  
0121 200 7104  or  
07584 707253 
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Come and join us! 
ARE you a retired member of UNISON and live in 
or near Birmingham? If so, come along and meet 
the Birmingham Retired Members section. We are 
a busy lot - and we are always open to suggestions 
of other things to do. Interested? Then just get in 
touch with Vera on 0121 783 3250 to find about 
membership.  

PICTURES: Members on recent rambles and 
having fun at the ‘Festival of Friendship’ 

 

THE selection by the Conservatives 
of Boris Johnson as the new Prime 
Minister has seen no change in the 
government’s decision to scrap free 
TV licences for the over-75s. On be-
ing appointed PM, he was asked by 
the BBC whether the government 
would rescind the decision to put 
the responsibility for the free con-
cession onto the BBC, despite a 
massive reduction in the govern-
ment funding of the BBC. Johnson 
told the BBC they should “cough up” 
the money.  

  In their election manifesto of 2017, 
the Conservatives insisted that the 
licence fee concession should re-
main. What they didn’t explain was 
that they would be cutting the fund-
ing to the BBC, that made this con-
cession possible.  
 At the recent Labour Party confer-
ence, Tom Watson, the deputy La-
bour leader, said: “Boris Johnson is 
trying to blame the BBC for his own 
Government’s policy, but this obfus-
cation will not work. 
“The blame for scrapping free TV 

licences lies firmly with the  
Government.” 
  There also new fears for the future 
of the BBC after 
Nicky Morgan, the culture secretary, 
said she is “open-minded” about 
scrapping the BBC television licence 
fee and replacing it with a Netflix-
style subscription service. 
  Many fear this would be the first 
step towards privatisation of the 
BBC.  

New PM - but no change to TV licence threat 

BELOW: Birmingham Retired Members 
join a protest outside the BBC Mailbox 


