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Christmas Party time! 

AS YOU would all expect, we are having to suspend all our 
activities for the time being, until we get the all clear from the 
health authorities.  
 The decision was taken following a ring round by members of 
the Committee. Obviously, the Birmingham Retired  
Members Section are the most vulnerable group  for the 
COVID-19 virus, and many members use public transport.  
  Therefore, we are unlikely to hold any events or meetings 
during the Spring, including the Coffee mornings, Committee 
Meetings, ’Out and About’ events and the rambles.  
  Sadly, we may have to postpone our annual day out too, 
which was going to be to Bletchley Park.  
  Having said that, inside are details of what we plan to do 
over the year so you can put them in your diaries, just in case 
the national advice changes.   
  Also inside, you will see the Annual Reports we were to have  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
discussed at our AGM, which was postponed. All nominations 
for this year’s positions were unopposed, so we will carry 
until the next available Committee meeting when we can 
ratify them.  
  We will also be looking at ways we can all keep in touch, and 
will keep getting the newsletter out.  
  This is a fast moving situation with a new strain of virus. 
There are a lot of uncertainties. That’s why experts are  
sometimes disagreeing. The science is not settled.  
  What is settled is that we should all keep ourselves safe and 
wait for better times.  

HAPPIER TIMES! It may seem an age ago now, but a great time was 
had by all at the annual Christmas lunch. Full story inside.  

We’ll meet again     
                  ….soon 
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THE UNISON General Secretary Dave 
Prentis has written to all members, 
pledging the union will do all it can in 
the midst of the COVID-19 crisis. He 
writes: 
 
“As you know, we’re in the middle of 
a national emergency, the likes of 
which hasn’t been seen since the 
second world war.  
   “The extent that coronavirus has 
affected all our lives is  
unprecedented.  
   “Once again our public service 
workers are on the frontline fighting 
to keep our communities and our 
country safe and well. Fighting, 
against the odds, to keep services 
running. 
   “I know how worried you are – for 
you, your families and those you care 
for. I want to tell you how proud I am 
of all of you and all you are doing. It 
is not going unnoticed and is  
appreciated more than ever. 
   “I also want to reassure you that 
UNISON staff are working hard to 
make sure the union’s business  
continues and our service to you is 
maintained. Information is changing 
rapidly and we are committed to 
keeping you informed. You can find 
our latest guidance on our website.” 
  “Thank you again for everything you 
are doing.” 

COVID-19 update 

Prentis: UNISON 
work will continue 

THE blogger Kitty O’Meara posted this poem she wrote on her site on 16 March, 
when the first suggestions of a ‘lock down’ were raised. The poem soon went 
viral: 

“And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, and rested, and  
exercised, and made art, and played games, and learned new ways of being, and 
were still. 
 
 “And listened more deeply. Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. Some 
met their shadows. And the people began to think differently.  
 
"And the people healed. And, in the absence of people living in ignorant,  
dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways, the earth began to heal.  
 
"And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they 
grieved their losses, and made new choices, and dreamed new images, and  
created new ways to live and heal the earth fully, as they had been healed."  

GOOD NEWS for all holders of con-
cessionay Bus Passes, across the 
West Midlands.  
 Transport for the West Midlands 
(TFWM) have temporarily lifted the 
restrictions on the use of the Con-
cessionary Bus Passes, for the period 
of the COVID-19 crisis.  
  As of 19 March, if you have such a 
pass, you can use it on West Mid-
lands buses and the Midland Metro, 
BEFORE 9.30, with no additional fare 
to pay.  

THE Birmingham UNISON Branch office has now been closed, with all full 
time and part time staff working from home.  
  This means we in the Retired Members Section can’t get in to use the  
facilities there, such as the printers, photocopiers and the postal franking 
machine, to produce and distribute the BRUM newsletter.  
  So what we are going to do is this. We’re having a ring-round of as many 
members as we can to see if they have an e-mail address. For those that 
have, we will send the newsletter as a ‘pdf’ to them. The rest will get a 
printed one in the post as soon as humanly possible.  
  If you have received this copy in the post, but you have an e-mail address, 
could you please send it to Maureen Wade on: 
wade5ss@btinternet.com 
  Printing and posting BRUM without the resources of the UNISON branch 
office is expensive. But if we can put around a newsletter by e-mail we can 
do it quite cheaply, and in these strange days of ‘social distancing’,  
importantly we can keep in touch.  

Let’s keep in touch 

Bus pass  
concession 

‘In the time of Pandemic’ 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmsg.unison.org.uk%2Fc%2F1cLUhJBhcNnL2mlDSzRxNK2Yi&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cd6382c8acd994a02e91708d7cbeff785%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637202103809501476&sdata=8BRA3lLX620SU6E6CMf3uH6
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmsg.unison.org.uk%2Fc%2F1cLUhJBhcNnL2mlDSzRxNK2Yi&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cd6382c8acd994a02e91708d7cbeff785%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637202103809501476&sdata=8BRA3lLX620SU6E6CMf3uH6


THE Government has been forced to 
act after their attempt to bring in a ‘tele
-medicine service’ in London went  
horribly wrong.  
  But there are still major concerns that 
the older and more vulnerable will be 
left with a poorer GP service as tele-
medicine services increase.  
  Tele-medicine is where you can get 
diagnosis and video consultation with a 
GP from your smartphone via an app.  
  The Government gave its backing to a 
new service called ‘GP on Hand’ in 
2016, when a company called Babylon 
began working with a GP Practice in 
Fulham.  
  What many people did not realise is 
that by using the service, they  
automatically de-register 
themselves from their existing  
local GP.  
  Changes to NHS structures mean that 
people are now allowed to register at a 
GP outside the area where they live, 
and 48,000 registered with the Babylon 
App – and therefore the small Fulham 
GP Practice -  of which only 10 per cent 
of them lived in Fulham.   
  This caused funding chaos for the NHS 
authority for the area, the Hammer-
smith & Fulham Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG).  
  GPs receive a yearly NHS payment for 
every patient they have registered to 
their Practice (of around £152 per  
patient). Hammersmith & Fulham CCG 
had to pay up front for this sudden 
huge upsurge of ‘GP on Hand’ patients, 
and were left facing a huge deficit of 
over £31 million.  
  Meanwhile, those GP Practices lost 
patients to ‘GP on Hand’ face a huge 
loss in their yearly NHS payment. 
  The Government has now stepped in 
and introduced changes that will come 
into force in April. This should mean: 

•when the list of out-of-area patients 
reaches a certain threshold, Babylon's 
contract will be split and a new practice 
list for 'GP on Hand' in another area will 
be automatically created with a new 
CCG contract 

•the company will need to provide 
premises in that area 

•it will need to be part of a local net-
work and meet all services require-
ments 
  Babylon now has around 60,000 out-
of-area patients, who will have to be 
split into 17 different contracts 
  But there is a general wider issue 
here. The British Medical Association 
are among many bodies concerned that 
this new online service is letting the 
private sector skim off ‘healthier’ pa-
tients with short-term care needs, 
while leaving other parts of the NHS - 
funded by the taxpayer -  with a heavier 
financial burden, looking after the more 
vulnerable with long-term health 
needs. 
  Alarmingly, in April 2018, NHS Digital 
carried out a survey on the 31,519  
patients signed up to ‘GP on Hand’ at 
that time – 87% were aged 20 – 39, and 
only 1% were over 65.  

THIS year’s St. Patrick Day’s Parade in 
Birmingham was cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. However, the  
organisers have already warned that 
unless they can find a new sponsor for 
the event, Peter Connolly, the Chair of 
the St. Patrick’s Parade Board, has  
already warned that could have been 
the last year the event was held.  
  The St Patrick Day’s Parade first took 
place in Birmingham in 1952 - it was the 
first event of its kind in Britain and now 
attracts over 100,000 people each year.  
It’s also an important recognition and 
celebration of Birmingham’s Irish  
culture, music and heritage. Although 
the number of Irish born in Birmingham 
has fallen in recent years, there are still 
well over 100,00 second and third  
generation Irish descendants living in 
the city. It is to be hoped that the  
future of Birmingham’s St. Patrick Day’s 
Parade will continue.  

 3 News update 

Don’t let private tele-
medicine rip off the NHS 

◼ When people in London signed 
up to the Babylon app, they found 
themselves deregistered from their 
local GP 

Keep the Parade! 

Human Rights meeting 
MEMBERS attended a workshop on 
Human Rights Day, organised by Donald 
McCombie.  
  Some UNISON staff gave us a talk, 
photos etc of their visit to  Auschwitz 
in Poland.  
  The meeting covered the Human 
Rights bill and we hope it will continue 
for all wherever you are.  
 

Train boost 
ADDITIONAL money has been an-
nounced to enable the re-opening of 
some of those rail- lines and stations 
closed down by the ‘Beeching cuts’ all 
those years ago.  
  In our own region local stations includ-
ing Darlaston, Willenhall, Aldridge, 
Tettenhall and Dudley Central along 
with Kings Heath in Birmingham look to 
benefit, and there are those who argue 
strongly for the re-opening of the 35-
mile rail line between Stourbridge and 
Lichfield. All welcome news for local 
people. 
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REPORT BACK 
ALTHOUGH the  Annual General 
Meeting had to be postponed, Com-
mittee officers did produce an Annual 
Report looking back on  the activities of 
2019. 

 

I WOULD just like to 
begin this report by 
thanking my fellow 
committee  
members and the 
Retired Members 
Section for the 
support they gave 
me over the year, 
as I took on the role 
of Branch Chair. 
  This has been my 
second year in the 
Retired Members Section, and I feel that this 
year has continued to be a success for the 
branch; we have seen a consistently good 
attendance at our Coffee Mornings and at 
our Branch Committee.  
  We have welcomed quite a few new faces, 
and my hope is that they continue to be 
active in the branch, but also that we look at 
what we can do to actively recruit new 
members.  
  We have had a wide range of speakers at 
our meetings, covering a wide range of top-
ics, from Bletchley Park, Peaky Blinders 
through to Climate Change, and for this we 
have to thank Jenny Smith for all her hard 
work 
 The coffee mornings run smoothly because 
of the input of Loretta Parris and Eleanor 
Dixon, who ensure that we are all fed and 
watered.  
  Alongside this we have seen Theresa Ward 
continue to raise money for our Branch by 
running the raffle, no easy task.   
  Aside from the Coffee Mornings, our mem-
bers are actively involved in the ‘Out and 
About’ trips organised by Susan Mouneimne 
and Joan Richards, and the ‘Ramble Group’ 
run by Michael Murray, where the walks 
may conclude with a lunch at a local hostel-
ry. 
  We continue to remain true to our Trade 
Union traditions, and were thanked by the 
wider Unison Branch for the support we 
gave to our Home Care Workers when they 
were in dispute.  
  Also, we were the largest self-organised 
group to attend the Festival of Friends  
celebrating Diversity held at the Martineau 
Gardens in the summer. 
  Three members of our branch are dele-
gates to the West Midlands Pensioners  
Convention, and we along with our fellow 
Unison Retired Members have undertaken 
joint campaigns around ‘Save Our TV  

Licence’, ‘Celebrate the Bus’, and the 
‘Promote Dignity in Care’ Action Day. We got 
to know the Mail Box quite well, when we 
picketed the BBC after they announced their 
intention to scrap the free TV Licence for the 
over 75’s. 
  We currently send two delegates to the 
Regional Committee of Unison Retired Mem-
bers, and would like to extend our thanks to 
Phillipa Henderson who has stood down this 
year, for all her hard work in representing 
the branch, but also for feeding back regard-
ing any events and activities that may be of 
interest to members.  Myself and Brian Al-
butt are the delegates for this year, and I 
have been elected as a regional rep to  
Labour Link. 
  I was elected as your delegate to National 
Retired Members Conference held in South-
port last year. We did submit a motion on 
Adult Social Care, which was ruled out of 
order, but I did get to talk in the debate.    
  Conference is a good experience and there 
was real anger about what is happening in 
Adult Social Care, and the effect that Auster-
ity is having on our communities. I hope that 
we send a bigger delegation this year – it 
gets a bit lonely on your own! However, the 
Conference is to be held in Bournemouth, a 
venue not a hit with Retired Members  
because of the hills.  
  We have a busy year ahead, with a planned 
outing to Bletchley Park, which I am sure will 
be a great success, building upon the great 
day out we had to the Staffordshire Arbore-
tum last year.  
  It will also be a tough few years for Retired 
Members, as we continue to fight the injus-
tice of the scrapping of the free TV licence 
for the over 75s, WASPI Women Pension 
Campaign, and to ensure adequate funding 
for Health and Social Care services.  Banners 
at the ready then. 

I WILL be standing 
down this year, 
and Yvonne  
Hadley will be 
taking over.  
We have contin-
ued to monitor 
membership and 
provide infor-
mation about our Section for newly retired 

UNISON members. Unfortunately, this  
information from the UNISON Branch seems 
to have dried up of late and we have had to 
rely on would-be new members contacting 
us, rather than us contacting them. The situ-
ation has been taken up with the Branch and 
we await further contact between Branch/
Region and our Section.  
  To date, we have 75 members (including 15 
or so Associate Members), although back in 
2010, we had 146 members, none of whom 
were Associate Members. Despite inter-
esting programmes of speakers, outings and 
other activities, there have been many  
reasons given for this drop in numbers,  
including poor health and advancing age. 
Your Committee would welcome more new 
members.  

THIS is now my fifth 
year as Treasurer 
and is rather unex-
pected, as I thought 
that I would have 
had enough after 
about two years! But 
here I am a few years 
on, and still up for 
the challenge. 
  Thank you again for 
paying your annual subscription by cheque, 
as I appreciate that it's not always a conven-
ient way to pay these days. If there are any 
members who haven't yet paid, I hope it 
wasn't anything I said. 
  The Bring and Buy sale last year raised 
£47.48. Thanks to all members who gener-
ously donated items to sell. The monthly 
raffle made the sum of £164.10, last year, 
and this has continued to be supported by 
the members. 
  We have not received any financial support 
from the Unison Branch for two years now 
and we may not receive anything this year, 
due to the current situation with redundan-
cies and industrial disputes. The total 
amount carried forward from last year is 
£5,463.97.   
  The accounts have been audited by Jan 
Hulley and have been approved.   Myself 
and the Committee are very grateful for her 
input. 

Chair 

Maureen Wade 

Membership 
Vera Wright 

Treasurer 

Susan McNeill 
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IN the past year 
there has been  
continual contact 
with Members who 
were unable to get 
out due to illness or 
frailty. It has been a 
pleasure communi-
cating with them, 
their families and 
friends via a tele-
phone call, letter, card or a visit. It was ap-
preciated and made my job worthwhile. I 
am hoping that it continues in this coming 
year, and to improve contact by assisting 
some members to attend a coffee morning 
for a special occasion. 

OUR events and  
venues visited: 
February  
Cannon Hill Park 
March   
Botanical Gardens 
(cancelled due to 
stormy weather)  
April 
Walsall Leather  
Museum  
May   
Edgbaston Cricket 
ground tour  
July 
National Arboretum, Staffordshire  
August   
Martineau Gardens    
September   
Coventry Cathedral    
October   
Botanical Gardens   
   
   All events except our annual summer 
outing were by train and bus, using our bus 
passes.  
  I also asked members, in the absence of 
myself being on holiday etc, if they wished 
to organise an event, but so far no uptake. I 
try to alternate the days out, for example 
make them a Tuesday or Thursday.  
  A thank you to all members for their sup-
port, and here’s hoping 2020 will see us visit 

new and different venues.  
 

THE Branch  
Committee meets 
bi-monthly.  All 
stewards and 
branch officers are 
invited to attend 
for debate, discus-
sion and voting on 
issues that affect 
our members.   
  The constitution 
of the Retired 
Members Section allows us to elect a retired 
member to serve on the Branch Committee.   
  For the past 12 months I have had the  
honour of representing the Retired  
Members Section on the Branch Committee, 
reporting back to the retired members com-
mittee and coffee mornings. 
  Our Retired Members Section is well  
organised and active and it is important that 
we have a presence on the Branch Com-
mittee to raise issues on behalf of the  
retired members.   
  Our presence there may let people know 
that because you’ve retired from work, this 
does not mean that involvement in your 
union has to come to an end and that your 
voice can still be heard. 
 

DESPITE the 
schedule for 2019 
being interrupted 
by holidays, and 
the latter half 
plagued by bad 
weather, walks 
took place in 
Sutton Park,  
Walsall  
Arboretum,  
Sheldon Country Park, 
and Cannon Hill Park, 
attended by between 5 
– 9 members for each event.  
  Sunshine in August was followed by heavy 
rain, forcing later walks to be moved to 
Cannon Hill Park, where the lakes were high 
and some paths underwater. However, the 
Christmas Lunch at Selly Park Tavern was, 
as usual, well attended. If we can avoid the 
rain, rambles will continue in 2020.   

Welfare 

Eleanor Dixon 
Nick Hulley 

Branch Exec 

Out and About 

Susan 
Mouneimne  Ramblers  

Michael  
Murray 

 BRUM 
Maureen 

Wade 

 I TOOK over editorship of our newsletter, 
BRUM, which has been popular (with a 
special thank you to my husband’s desk 
top publishing skills!). We have tried to 
keep it topical with the issues facing those 

of our age group, balanced with colourful 
reports of our activities. As a thank you to 
the support given by my husband Bob, the 
Committee invited him to join us at our 
annual Christmas lunch.  

 

IN 2019, one of our Members,  
Dorothy Lamb, was elected Regional 
Chair of the West Midlands  
Pensioners Convention. Here she  
reports on the WMPC’s activities: 
 
DURING 2019 West Midlands Pensioners’ 
Convention  have held many campaigns, 
road shows and supported other groups 
with their rallies and protests.  
  At the beginning of 2019 Save the over 75’ 
TV Licence was high on our list with a very 
successful demonstration held at the BBC 
Mail Box, Birmingham. It was also the de-
but for our brand new SAVE OUR FREE TV 
LICENCE Banner . The banner proved to be 
very popular with other organisations and 
has been paraded far and wide.  
  Spring, summer, autumn and winter, we 
are a busy group of people. Our year  
usually starts in February with Dignity Day , 
We again held our WMPC presentation in 
the Atrium at the Q.E. Hospital. We are 
allowed a table to display all the leaflets 
and petitions that are related to older  
people’s needs.  
  During the year we have supported the 
Home Carers group, the WASPI Women, 
any group or meeting concerned with the 
National Health Service and Social Care, to 
name a few.  
  A good number of delegates attend the 
quarterly meetings of the TfWM Transport 
group. the Pensioners’ Parliament in  
Blackpool and the Chain Makers Festival in 
Cradley Heath.   
  At the end of the year we held our Candle 
Lit Vigil at St. Pauls Church Centre, in Wal-
sall to remember the excess winter deaths 
of older people. It’s good news though, the 
figures were down on the previous year. 
  At our monthly meetings we have been 
kept informed of issues affecting older 
people by a variety of speakers. We must 
thank UNISON for allowing us accommoda-
tion to hold these meetings. Our free 
monthly magazine the Midlands Pensioner 
is available for one and all. We thank UNITE 
for printing our magazine. 

West Midlands 
Pensioners 
Convention 



Birmingham Retired Members Branch 

CHAIR      Maureen Wade - 0121 354 8223 

MEMBERSHIP SEC. 
 

    Yvonne Hadley - 07854 155901 

TREASURER     Susan McNeill - 0121 554 5167  

Birmingham Unison Branch 
Committee Liaison  

    Nick Hulley - 0121 682 1711 

Vice Chair & Welfare Officer    Elanor Dixon - 0121 356 5676 

West Midlands Region Unison    Maureen Wade - 0121 354 8223 
   Brian Allbutt - 0758 687 2063  

West Midlands Pensioners  
Convention 

   Dorothy Lamb - 0121 378 5751 
   Maureen Wade - 0121 354 8223 

Technology    Steve Garnowski - 07774 196278  

Out and About     Susan Mouneimne - 0121 444 5560 

Rambles     Michael Murray - 01922 632 162 

Speakers Programme    Jenny Smith - 0121 354 6680 

Committee Members without 
portfolio 

   Loretta Parris - 0121 333 4372 
   Joan Richards 
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COMMITTEE CONTACTS 

 
Speaker’s  

Programme 
 
April 15th  
Gina Maddison  
The Girl from Guildford Street 
 
May 20th  
Andrew Tite  
Fire-fighter versus Paramedic 
 
June 17th  
Rita Sutton  
The Von Trapp Story 
 

July 15th 
OUTING 
 
August 19th  
Donald McCombie & Friends 
For the Love of Mother Na-
ture  -  Story, Song &  
Poetry   

September 16th  
Sally Jenkins  
How to Make Money Out of 
Murder 
 
October 21st   
Peter Coxhead  
Malaysia : Country, Gardens 
and Wildlife 
 
November 18th - TBC  
      
December 16th  
Gina Maddison 
An Old Fashioned Christmas 

Given the current situation with the 
COVID-19 virus, all meetings are  
POSTPONED until further notice. 
  However, please put these dates in 
your diary just in case the current 
restrictions are lifted, and we can 
return to our normal programme:  
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ON December 6th,  members, friends 
and UNISON personnel enjoyed their 
annual Christmas meal at the Britannia 
Hotel in central Birmingham.  
  There were 46 members present, with 
three members unable to attend due to 
personal reasons, and our thoughts 
were with them.  
  Jan and Geoff arranged room catering 
for us, and we sent a letter of thanks to 
them.  
  Also, thanks to Vera and Dorothy for 
their help in organising the event, as it 
was my first time.  And to Steve and 
Mike too, who took the photos, which 
are good to look back upon.  
  Wishing all a happy 2020. 

 
Susan Mouneimne  

Party time! 

◼ ABOVE: Susan is 
thanked for  
organising a first 
rate Christmas party 



By Steve Garnowski  

 

I WAS fortunate to get to know Maggie 
a little as I gave her a lift to the coffee 
morning.  
  She had tried a trial run in her car the 
previous week but had failed to find the 
McLaren building - but had succeeded 
in getting a bus lane ticket. 
  Maggie is lovely lady, full of spirit. 
Maggie’s intelligence, confidence and 
skill did get her into a music college and 
her career blossomed from there.  
  She is now retired from her profession 
as a percussionist with the City of  
Birmingham Symphony Orchestra.  
  Maggie gave a fascinating and  
extremely amusing talk about her life 
and the people she encountered at the 
November coffee morning. 
  It was illustrated with various  
instruments including a bunch of goat’s 
nails.  Maggie has travelled the world 
with the orchestra and worked under 
many conductors. Her very good friend 
is Conductor Sir Simon Rattle, who we 
all know.  
  When Maggie was young she had  
difficulty getting into the world of  
professional musicianship. One person 
who was responsible for screening  
candidates said to her “Wrong  
instrument, wrong sex”.  
  This is the title of her book which is 
available on Amazon (or from her house 
in Moseley) for around £10 and a little 
less for the Kindle version.  
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Banging the drum for 
equality 

◼ TOP: Maggie’s book, available on Amazon. ABOVE: Maggie has  
remained good friends with Sir Simon Rattle. BELOW: Maggie  
addressing the November meeting, displaying an array of her  
instruments.  

◼ LEFT: the CBSO in concert 
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I  can still remember my old address in 
the ‘back-to-backs’ in Nechells: ’10, 

Back of 69, Devon Street’. 
 The back-to-backs were council owned, 
and I moved in with my mum and dad in 
1960. Dad was a local toolsetter, mum 
had come over from Dublin during World 
War II for the war work. When we were 
in Devon Street, mum’s dad came over 
from Dublin to join us too.  
  To get to it, you went down an alleyway 
off Devon Street, to a yard with six  
houses facing each other at either end.  
  It was the classic ‘two-up, two-down’.  
The front door took you into the front 
room – this was the ‘special’ room for 
special occasions: most living took place 
in the kitchen, which was the warmest part of the house,  
because of all the cooking and also the boiler used for washing 
clothes and us. There was no hot running water and no  
bathroom. You used an old tin bath which hung outside the 
house.  
  And no toilets either. There was a toilet block of around six loos 
outside, which everybody had to share. I know that was what 
mum hated the most! 
  While I was a toddler, I slept in a cot with 
mum and dad, and grandad had the other 
bedroom. When I was still very small, there 
was a family crisis. Mum’s sister Vera caught 
TB, just as her husband Jack had left the 
Army. While Vera was in hospital, they had 
no where to live, so Jack and my SIX cousins 
came to stay with us. I just don’t how we all 
managed to live in that small space – four 
adults and seven children! Needless to say, 
the council ‘Welfare’ lady came around  
saying we were overcrowded and most of 
my cousins were shipped off to the Father 
Hudson’s children’s home, until Vera  
recovered.  
  When grandad passed away, I got the oth-
er bedroom. Dad often worked nights too, 
so that helped. 
  I always remember the area being dark and 
gloomy. There was no greenery, you were 
just surrounded by walls. The nearest green 
space was the park in Alum Rock. Everyone 
used coal in those days too, so it was always 
sooty. We were overlooked by the gas  
towers of Saltley Gas Works, and there was 
always that sulphury gas smell in the air. 
The yard was just dirt and gravel, but that’s 
where we all happily played. Most of the 

time, the yard was home to lines of washing, as that was the only 
place you could put things out to dry.  
  It was a strong community though, that looked out for each 
other. There was one corner shop where you could get supplies 
on tick until pay day. I remember there was domestic abuse in 
one house, but all the men got together to ‘have a word’ with 
the violent husband. Another time, I got a right telling off from 
mum when I stole half a crown from her purse. Her temper  

lessened when she discovered 
I’d used it to buy bread for my 
friend Bobby, who’s large family 
always seemed to be hungry.  
  Every week my mum marched 
us both off to Nechells Green 
Community Centre where Cllr 
Jean Fisher held her surgery, 
and mum was at her every 
week to get us moved. Victory 
came in 1968 when we were 
given a top floor flat on the new 
Castle Vale estate, which be-
came the largest council estate 
in Europe.  
  We were speechless when we 
arrived – an inside toilet, inside 
bathroom, central heating, hot 
and cold running water, an air-
ing cupboard, a waste disposal 
unit (which everyone was too 
scared to use!), tiled floors, 
loads of green spaces outside. 
We had arrived in Paradise.  
 

◼ Where  were you brought 
up? Tell us your story... 
   

◼ BELOW: Maureen 
(arrowed) with her 
friends playing in the 
‘Yard’ 

Growing up in the ‘back 
to backs’ 

 

Maureen Wade remembers 
her childhood in Nechells 

◼ BELOW: Maureen and her mum at  
‘10, Back of 69, Devon Street’ 
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Come and join us! 
ARE you a retired member of UNISON and live in 
or near Birmingham? If so, come along and meet 
the Birmingham Retired Members section. We are 
a busy lot - and we are always open to suggestions 
of other things to do. Interested? Then just get in 
touch with Yvonne on 07854 155901 to find about 
membership.  

PICTURES: Members on recent visit to Coventry Cathedral,  
having fun at the ‘Festival of Friendship’, and the annual  
                                                                           Christmas party 

 

THE bid to end free TV Licences for the 
over-75s has been suspended. It was 
due to come into effect on 1 June, but 
in a joint statement by both the  
Government and BBC, it has been  
announced that this has now been put 
back to 1 August.   The Government 
said that it has delayed the cut because 
of the Covid-19 virus.  
  Unfortunately, the announcement 
may have come too late for some  
people, as many over-75s will have  
already received the official letter  
suggesting they get their pension credit 
letters photocopied at the local library 

or corner shop.  
  Director of Age UK Caroline Abrahams, 
said: "This runs counter to the public 
health message from the government 
about staying at home to reduce their 
risk of infection, so it's important older 
people are informed that there's no 
need for them to take this action for 
now." 
  Around 3.7 million people in the UK 
are eligible for a free TV licence. This 
has been the case since 2000. But last 
year, the BBC announced that, as of 
June 2020, only low-income households 
where one person receives the pension 

credit benefit will still be eligible for a 
free licence. 
  In response, a petition was issued by 
Age UK, garnering over 630,000  
signatures in its call for the Prime  
Minister to take action against the 
change. 
  Many will argue that this is recognition 
of the importance of the TV for the  
older population, so the cut should 
scrapped for good.  

Temporary reprieve from TV licence threat 

◼ Birmingham Retired Members join 
a protest outside the BBC Mailbox 


