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◼ The Birmingham UNISON branch representatives at the ceremony, with their awards 

WE WON! 
WELL done everyone – we 
won the award for best  
Communications at this 
year's West Midlands 
UNISON regional awards.  
  I accepted the award on 
behalf of our section 
from our General Secretary 
Christina McAnea, and acting 
UNISON President Andrea 
Egan at the event on 19  
November.  
  In the citation, the General 
Secretary praised the  
Birmingham Retired  
Members for still organising 
during the pandemic and lock 
downs, with Zoom meetings, 
a regular newsletter, setting 
up a new website, holding 
events when they could such 
as the picnic at Martineau 
Gardens, organising a survey 
on GP accessibility, but over-
all keeping in touch and  
looking out for each other.  
  The award was one of two 
won by the general  
Birmingham UNISON branch. 
  So it’s a great boost to see 
all our hard efforts rightly 
recognised, and this bumper 
issue of Brum shows we are 
still heading upwards – 14 of 
you have sent in contribu-
tions for this issue, the  
highest number ever.  
  It clearly shows that, Award 
or not, we do not intend to 
rest on our laurels! 

 

 



 Out & About (at last) 2 

  

HELLO members new and old, just a 
few words in our last Brum magazine 
of 2021. Firstly, I hope everybody is 
well and keeping safe in these  
uncertain Covid times.  
  This past year we have still not been 
able to arrange our usual outings and 
rambles due to keeping members 
safe, but we are hoping now with 
most people having had their vaccines 
and boosters that next Spring we can 
get together again. 
   I know some members were able to 
meet at Martineu Gardens  during 

summer – since then the venue has 
won a Queens Award for their volun-
teers’ team who work there, and we 
have sent them a congratulations 
from all our members; they replied 
with many thanks.  
  I also want to thank Jenny Smith for 
all the speakers she has arranged for 
our Zoom coffee mornings.  
  Also during these past couple of 
years, all the calls members have 
made to each other to keep in touch, 
including those who have phoned me 
- well appreciated. Please continue to 
take care as this awful Covid is still 
with us.  

Nice to see you, to 
see you …nice 

OVER 40 members  of Birmingham Retired Members had a great day out in 
the summer at Martineau Gardens in Edgbaston. With the easing of  
restrictions, it was agreed to meet up and have a ‘picnic in  the park’ . It was 
great for many of us to meet each other in the flesh at last and have a good 
old catch-up. A special thanks to Donald McCombie for providing some music 
to accompany our sandwiches.  

◼ By Susan Mouneinme 

Social co-ordinators report - see you in Spring 
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◼ Look behind 
you Brian! Member 
Brian Allbutt is  
surprised to be 
followed by a giant 
chicken on the 
demo 

Out & About (at last) 

 

On the march against 
climate change 
T he eyes of the world were on the 

Glasgow COP26 in November, while 
many of us joined demonstrations 
around the world – including in  
Birmingham – to make our voices 
heard. So what is it all about? 
What is COP26? It is the 26th 
'Conference Of the Parties', which is a 
United Nations summit. 
Why is it important? It is the place 
where the United Nations will discuss 
the effects of Climate Change upon the 
world. It will also be the place where 
Nations will report on what they have 
done to control carbon emissions over 
the past five years, since the Paris 
COP21 meeting.  
Why are carbon emissions dangerous? 
Almost all scientific evidence shows 
that the rise in carbon emissions are 
having a significant damaging effect 
upon global warming. This in turn is  
 
 
 
 
 
 

creating an exponential growth in  
climatic disasters such as floods, wild-
fires, increased temperature, melting 
ice caps. This has a devastating effect 
upon the environment and human and 
animal communities. In short, the 
whole planet is at risk as a result of  
human activity. 
  COP26 is intending to secure Net Zero 
emissions by 2050 by phasing out the 
use of fossil fuels, stopping deforesta-
tion and speeding up investment in  
renewable energy sources and electric 
vehicles.  
   Additionally, it hopes to protect com-
munities and natural habitats by joint 
international working and financing. 
Is this all too late? No, but scientists are 
agreed that urgent international action 
needs to be taken now.  
But the United Nations can't agree on 
anything can they? Yes they can and 
they must. In 1987 the first universally 
ratified UN treaty was agreed to stop  
 
 
 
 
 
 

the use of CFC's (chloroflurocarbon) in  
aerosols and refrigerators, which was 
destroying the ozone layer. This UN 
action stopped the decay and the ozone 
layer is recovering. This must be  
replicated on carbon emissions. 
Is this a young person's issue? It is an 
issue for everyone and the whole  
planet. Young people internationally 
have taken a decisive role in addressing 
climate change. They should be ap-
plauded and supported in their actions. 
Are we in the broad labour movement 
doing enough? No, we need to step up 
to the mark and use our local, national 
and international labour links to achieve 
the agreed political and social actions. 
Isolated acts of civil disobedience will 
achieve nothing. We must act as one -  
one world, one solution and as Bob 
Marley wrote ...One Love. 

◼ By Donal McCombie 

I WAS very proud of taking part in the 
Stop Climate Change demo in  
Birmingham on Saturday 6 November, 
starting off at Millennium Point.   
  At the beginning there were children 
singing, which almost brought tears to 
my eyes.   
  I was marching with the Birmingham 
Branch of UNISON, marching through 
the streets of Birmingham.  It will be a 
day I will never forget.   

◼ By Jayne Dodd 
‘A day I will not forget’ 

◼ Jayne 
Dodd joins 
Birmingham 
members (and 
a dog) by the 
UNISON  
banner 



 4 news update 

 

THE government’s unfair plans for a cap on 
social care costs were passed by  
Parliament, albeit by the narrowest  
majority of only 26 votes (the Conservatives 
have a majority of 85 seats).  
  The cap has been called for, for the past 
10 years, as a way to allow individuals hit 
by hefty care costs to pass on more of their 
assets to their children, instead of seeing 
them wiped out. 
  But the new cap is biased towards the rich 
and well-off. The Department of Health and 
Social Care guidance has revealed that only 
the amount these households contribute 
themselves – not the total cost of their care 
– will count towards the £86,000 cap. So 
many will still end up paying a total of 
£86,000, the same contribution those with 
much larger assets will have to make. 
  As Torsten Bell, of the Resolution  
Foundation thinktank, tweeted after the 
government’s victory: “Here’s a simple way 
to think about the problem the government 
has created: if you own a £1m house in the 
home counties, over 90% of your assets are 
protected. If you’ve got a terraced house in 
Hartlepool (worth £70k) you can lose al-
most everything.”  

 

Don’t get scammed  
SCAMMERS so far this year have stolen 
more than £2m according to Which  
magazine, journal of  the Consumers’  
Association.  
  The victims are mainly the elderly. The 
scammers steal the money by, according to 
Which,  persuading people to transfer pen-
sion funds into “inappropriate or even non-
existent investments”.  Remember, if it 
sounds too good to be true, it usually isn’t. 

THE fight of the WASPI (Women Against 
State Pension Inequality) continues with its 
long-running campaign against the way 
government has changed state pension 
rules. This has left 3.8 million women being 
hit particularly hard: a situation  
exacerbated by months-long delays related 
to COVID. Recent actions have included 
WASPI women in Wales demonstrating 
outside the Senedd on 5 November.  

WASPI women fight on 

New social care cap 
protects the rich  

Despite technical challenges, our National  
Conference goes ahead 

THE first UNISON retired 
member’s conference in 
two years was held over 
two days on 12-13  
October. The event was 
held virtually, and our 
delegates were 
Maureen Wade, Eleanor 
Dixon and Nick Hulley.  
  Over 280 members 
took part, and organis-
ing such a large event 
virtually brought its 
challenges for many – 
Eleanor could not get 
onto the site on the sec-
ond day, while the 
Knowsley delegates had 
one motion fall simply 
because their mover couldn’t get 
through to speak because of similar 
technical issues.  
  Technical issues aside, conference 
heard that the last 18 months have 
been an ordeal for many older people 
and the conference agenda reflected 
this. 
  Conference heard how the high  
numbers of deaths among care home 
residents provided a damning indict-
ment of government policy over the 
pandemic. Delegates were adamant 
that now, more than ever, a national 
care service was needed to make sure 
this never happens again. 
  Our motion on access to GP services 
was passed. Maureen told conference 
about the survey carried out by our 
branch, highlighting the fact that many 
older people had to wait weeks for an 
appointment and that most of them 
were not face-to-face but either virtual 
or by phone. She warned of a drift  
towards “an anytime, anywhere, any 
place Martini treatment on a 
smartphone”. 
  Only two of the motions passed can 
then be voted on to go through to the 
UNISON national conference, and un-
fortunately our one was not selected. 

However, two good motions will be 
going forward nationally  – on ensuring 
that the living standards of older peo-
ple are not the ‘price paid for the cost 
of the pandemic’, and the New Settle-
ment for Care Services being proposed 
by the National Pensioners Convention.  
  During the conference, caucuses were 
held – Maureen attended the one on 
women, Eleanor at the Black Members 
meeting, and Nick attended the  
Disability session.  
  Eleanor said: “The session I attended 
was for Black workers. It was poorly 
attended, with members from  
Scotland, England and Wales. The one 
issue the members from Scotland and 
Wales raised was that there were no 
meetings held for retired members in 
their areas.  Hopefully next year’s  
caucus will be more productive.” 
  All three agreed that that is the  
problem with the caucuses – they are 
only 30 minutes long, and have no  
prearranged chair or agenda. By the 
time you have sorted that out, there’s 
not much time left to discuss anything 
else! 
  Hopefully this will be improved by 
next year’s conference, which will be 
held physically in Telford.  

◼ By Maureen 
Wade, Eleanor  
Dixon & Nick Hulley 

◼ The challenges of a virtual national conference left many 
delegates pulling their hair out... 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/health


 5 news update 

So this is what ‘digital  
exclusion’  looks like 

 T he National Pensioners Convention 
have been raising our concerns for 

some time now over the almost  
relentless drive towards the provision of 
information, access to public services, 
enhanced energy deals for those custom-
ers with internet access, on-line banking 
and even access to your General  
Practitioner. 
  So when National Express West Midland 
announced that they were axing their 
Bus Travel Shops because “…more and 
more bus users were now going on-line 
or using mobile apps to access bus travel 
information and purchase bus travel  
tickets and passes”,  my first reaction 
was: “So this is what digital exclusion 
looks like.”  
  This may have been a decision that  
favoured the shareholders and Chief  
Executive of National Express, but there 
was no consultation with the major bus 
user groups who would be most affected. 
Older bus users, disabled bus users and 
less well off bus users; many of who do 
not have access to the internet or cannot 
afford a smart phone. 
  Credit must go to the West Midland 
Pensioners Convention for challenging 
the decision by National Express West 
Midlands to close their Bus Station Travel 
shops in:  

• Dudley 

• West Bromwich 

• Walsall  

• Coventry  

• Corporation Street, Birmingham.  
  It was always going to be difficult to 
persuade National Express West Midland 
to review, what was a decision taken in 

their own commercial interests;  
particularly when that decision was taken 
without even consulting with lead coun-
cillors on the Transport for The West 
Midlands(TfWM)  Transport Delivery 
Committee. 
  There are also questions to be asked of 
National Express about their compliance 
with the Equality Act 2010 in relation to 
the impact of the closure of these Bus 
Travel Shops on people covered by 
‘Protected Characteristics’ (age,disability, 
etc).   
  In addition, what is the future of the 
‘Enhanced Partnership’ in the provision 
of public transport across the West Mid-
land Combined Authority, when National 
Express have treated TfWM with such 
contempt?  
  And to what extent should National 
Express be held to public account for the 
provision of public transport services 
funded in part by income from public 
funds i.e. the Concessionary Bus Pass? 
  The impact of this decision by National 
Express West Midlands to axe these five 
Bus Travel Information hubs will continue 
to be taken up by the WMPC Transport 
Group in future.  
  Questions will be raised in our meetings 
with officers from TfWM, including what 
mitigating steps will be taken to ensure 
access to bus travel information is  
maintained for all those bus users who 
still rely on printed bus time tables and 
are reassured - as we plan our bus jour-
neys - by a friendly member of staff  
addressing our concerns and giving  
advice about how best to make the most 
of public transport across the West Mid-
land Region and beyond. YOU DON’T GET 
THAT FROM A MOBILE APP! 

◼ By Brian Allbutt 

THE attempt to block the scrapping of 
the Triple Lock on pensions failed at its 
final reading in parliament, by 300 
votes to 229. 
 This means the triple lock has been 
shelved for one year because the  
impact of the coronavirus crisis on  
wages, which the government said, 
could have led to an ‘unaffordable’ rise.    
  Instead, it is essentially becoming a 
‘double lock’ - next year’s pension in-
crease will now either be 2.5 per cent 
or based on inflation (3.1 per cent)  – 
whichever is higher – with wage in-
creases taken out of the equation. 
  Baroness Ros Altmann, who led the 
Lords cross-party group which passed 
an amendment which forced the gov-
ernment to reconsider its suspension of 
the pensions triple lock on 15 Novem-
ber, said Peers were unhappy at the 
prospect of pensioners only getting an 
increase of at most 3.1 per cent, rather 
than around eight per cent under  
earnings – given the rising cost of fuel 
and food. She said: “The government 
need to honour their triple-lock com-
mitments made at the 2019 election.” 
  The value of the UK State Pension  
relative to average earnings is among 
the lowest amongst 35 industrialised 
countries, according to an international 
comparison by the OECD published in 
2017. That study found that the UK  
average pensioner only receives 29 per 
cent of their net earnings, compared to 
the industrialised countries’ average of 
63 per cent.   
  The long-term decline in the relative 
value of the State Pension was a key 
reason why the triple-lock was intro-
duced from 2012 in the first place.  
  Pensions minister Guy Opperman 
however, said the Government  
remained committed to the triple lock 
for the rest of the Parliament and the 
adjustment was for one year only. 
Watch this space… 
 

From Triple 
Lock to 
‘Double Lock’ 
only 

https://inews.co.uk/news/uk/state-pension-triple-lock-must-go-scrapped-unfair-other-generations-charity-1177814


◼ By Steve Garnowski  
(Committee Technology Officer) 
 
YOU may be aware that we now have a 
website for the Birmingham Retired  

Members. You can find it at 
www.brumunisonretired.com.  
  The purpose of it is to create a ‘shop 
window’ for our Branch, in the hope of 
attracting more Members.  

  The website 
stands alone 
from the Nation-
al and local 
Unison ones. It is 
not be a place for 
discussion, but  
input for the 
website will be 
most welcome 
and we can easily 

put content up with Committee  
approval. So take some time out to 
have a look, and let me know if you 
have some ideas for content.  

◼ Have a look 
at our new  
website 

Website now up and running  

 
6 branch update 

THE day began like any other Friday. I 
got ready and walked the 20 minutes to 
my hairdressers.  
  Angela had just finished washing my 
hair when I felt a heavy pain in my left 
arm and across my chest.  
  Angela offered to take me home – I 
said, “Not with my hair wet”. I told her 
to give me a quick blow-dry and then 
take me home.  
  When I got home I felt ill again, and 
had the presence of mind to call an  
ambulance. It was all go after that. My 
son and daughter arrived, plus the  
ambulance and three crew. 
  I can only say I experienced the best of 
the NHS after that. The crew were  
marvellous, I can’t praise them enough. 
The treatment before we reached the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital was first class.  
  I was wheeled into a theatre where a 
team were waiting for me. They each 
had a job to do, getting me ready.  
  I did at one stage ask them to be  
careful with my hair as I had just had it 
done, which caused some amusement 
between them! One of the nurses the 
next day on the Ward told me my hair 
still looked nice.  
  Well, I ended up having two stents 
inserted through my right wrist to open 
up the blocked arteries which had 
caused the heart attack.  
  Three days later I was discharged to 
recuperate with a bag of medication.  
  The whole experience was very  
traumatic, and thanks to wonderful NHS 
people I am still here to tell the tale.  
  A special thanks too to my wonderful 
family for my after care and love.  

 

HOW many of our members  
remember when we held our coffee 
mornings at Carrs Lane Church? 
  At Christmas time, one of the high-
lights of the year was inviting the  
Canoldir Male Voice Choir to take part 
in our Christmas Celebrations, it was 
always a special occasion. As well as 
being a talented choir there was a 
pianist to play the Baby Grand Piano, 
someone to recite a funny mono-
logue, and the Master of Ceremonies 
was Harold Jones.  
  At the beginning of November on 
television while watching the news, 
there was ‘Birmingham’s very own Sir 
Captain Tom Jones’.  
  This gentleman was introduced as 
Harold Jones. The name did not  
register immediately but when the TV 
reporter was interviewing him I 
spotted some paper work headed The 
Canoldir Choir, then I remembered. 
  Harold is now 98 years old and he 
broke his back in 2016. He began 
walking daily to get exercise  during 

England’s 
first Covid 
lockdown. 
He said,  
“turning the 
activity into 
funds was 
inspiring”. Harold is supporting the 
Motor Neurone Disease Association, 
and so far he has raised about £1,600.    
  Harold completes the laps aided by 
his wife’s mobility apparatus. Having 
started in March 2020 with two laps, 
he has now increased the number 
completed to 40 a day. Harold said he 
has no end goal for his walks or how 
much money he wanted to raise but 
“as long as my health and physical 
ability continues I intend to continue 
my laps”. 
  I was delighted to see Harold on the 
TV it brought back many happy  
memories of those coffee mornings, 
especially fond memories of those 
members no longer with us and our 
past Christmas Celebrations. I wish 
you all a happy and healthy Christmas 

2021. 

 

WE are sad to announce the death of long standing UNISON 
retired member Laurence Brett, who passed away on 30 
September, aged 90.  
  Laurence served in the RAF for nine years and then moved 
to Birmingham where he worked for Birmingham City  
Council  in the 1960s. He ended his working career in the 
banking industry.  
  Upon retirement, he undertook a law degree and was an 
avid reader and historian.  
  We send our condolences to his wife of 58 years, Elizabeth, 
who nursed and cared for him in the later period of his life.  

Thank you NHS! 
◼ By Betty Price 

Laurence Brett 

Nice one, Harold 
◼ By Dorothy Lamb 



Birmingham Retired Members Section 

CHAIR      Maureen Wade - 0121 354 8223 

MEMBERSHIP SEC. 
 

    Yvonne Hadley - 07854 155901 

TREASURER     Susan McNeill - 0121 554 5167  

Birmingham Unison Branch 
Committee Liaison  

    Nick Hulley - 0121 682 1711 

Vice Chair & Welfare Officer    Eleanor Dixon - 0121 356 5676 

West Midlands Region Unison    Maureen Wade - 0121 354 8223 
   Brian Allbutt - 0758 687 2063  

West Midlands Pensioners  
Convention 

   Dorothy Lamb - 0121 378 5751 
   Maureen Wade - 0121 354 8223 

Technology    Steve Garnowski - 07774 196278  

Out and About     Susan Mouneimne - 0121 444 5560 

Rambles     Michael Murray - 01922 632 162 

Speakers Programme    Jenny Smith - 0121 354 6680 

Committee Members without 
portfolio 

   Loretta Parris - 0121 333 4372 
   Joan Richards 
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COMMITTEE CONTACTS 

 

branch update 

WE ARE now planning to hold our first 
physical Coffee Morning, to be held on 
Wednesday 19 January at the  
Birmingham Midlands Institute. 
  It is an old building with steps to the 
John Peake Room where we will meet, 
but it does have a lift. The room itself is 
able to hold around 35 social distanced 
people And has windows that can be 
opened to ventilate. While I was there 
I was able to observe a meeting being 
held. The people, who were all our age 
group, wore masks when moving 
around and there were hand sanitiser 

stations. The room costs £100 for two 
hours hire.  
  There is also a cafe which provides 
drinks and sandwiches etc and you can 
order food in advance if you want 
lunch there. 
  Since we took the decision to book 
the BMI, UNISON’s McClaren building 
has now cleared its risk assessment, so 
we may be returning to our usual ven-
ue soon. For the moment though, we 
will continue with the BMI booking. 
Subscriptions: the 19 January meeting 
will be the opportunity to pay our  
annual £10 subscription - cheques  
payable to the Birmingham UNISON 

Retired Members . Or post your 

cheque to: Yvonne Hadley, 116  

Bleakhouse Road, Oldbury West  
Midlands B68 0LT: please enclose a 
SAE so we can send you your  
membership card.   

Coffee morning  planned for 19 January at BMI 
◼ By Maureen Wade 

The BMI is in Margaret Street, 
behind the Council House in  
Birmingham city centre 



 8 travels 

H aving spent over two years without 
venturing abroad on an overseas 

trip due to the Covid19 pandemic, we 
decided to travel to Cyprus for a week’s 
holiday in the sun.  
  We had already been triple vaccinated 
- we thought it would be easy sailing.  
So, we booked our flight and instantly 
the airlines started to bombard us with 
requirements to comply with for travel.  
  Firstly, we were required to obtain 
proof of vaccination i.e. a vaccine  
passport.  This was done through the 
NHS app and was downloaded on our 
phones and printed out as a hard copy. 
You may think that the hard copy would 
not be necessary, but we were proven 
wrong later.  

  Then we were required to obtain a 
Cyprus Flight pass from the Cypriot 
health authority, which was sent to us 
as a link by the airlines.  
  These were completed and download-
ed on our phones, and again printed out 
as a hard copy. Fortunately we were not 
required to take a Covid test before 
boarding the plane, as Cyprus was 
moved to the green light zone before 
our travel. 
  At Birmingham airport we did not have 
to check in luggage as we were traveling 
light. But still we needed to go to the 
counter to show our Cyprus pass as we 
could not board without it.  
  We scanned our printed boarding pass 
to go through to the security check.  
After security we sat in the lounge until 
our Gate opened. Most eateries were 
closed, and one can see how the pan-

demic has affected busi-
nesses. We found that 
most people were  
complying with wearing 
face masks and keeping 
their distance, and sitting 
on alternate seats.  
  Boarding was done 
differently. Cabin crew 
were very strict, only 
allowing batches of  
people to proceed to the 
boarding counter in  
accordance with their 
‘zone’, which is shown on 
the boarding pass. We 
were zone A, but that did 
not mean that we board-
ed first.  
  At the boarding counter 
- apart from showing our 
boarding passes and 
passports - we had to 
show our Cyprus Flight 
pass (bear in mind that 
the vaccine passport is 
also shown on the Cyprus 

pass).  
  On the plane we were asked to wear 
our face masks at all times, unless we 
were exempt or eating and drinking, and 
there was no queuing allowed for the 
toilets. Payment for food or duty free 
products must be made by contactless 
card only.  
  Disembarkation was also carried out 
row by row - gone were the times when 
everybody made the  scramble to run 
off the plane!  
  On the way to immigration control, 
everyone had to show their Cyprus 
Flight pass, and at immigration itself the 
Pass was required to be shown again. 
  Our hotel was located in Larnaca, 
about five minutes walk from the beach. 
The hotel had their own Covid measures 
like any other hotel in the UK, and 
breakfast was table service only, and 
masks were required on the premises.  
  The Cyprus pass was required to be 
shown in restaurants, information offic-
es and many other places. We were 
fortunate to have warm weather, and 

◼ The Saint Lazarous cathedral  in Larnaca 

◼ By Susan &  
Said Mouneinme 

Jumping through 
hoops for that  
holiday in the sun 

Top two photos Aiya Napa cathe-
dral Limmasol

◼ Susan outside the  Aiya Napa cathedral 
in Limmasol 

 (continued overleaf) 
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travels 

 

we managed to swim nearly every day, 
temperature was around 30C.  
  To prepare for our return, the most 
frustrating part was to buy the two-day 
PCR test kit and fill in the Passenger 
Locator form. The PCR test has to be 
done two days after our arrival back to 
UK. This was required by the British 
authorities. We lost half a day trying to 
buy the kit and fill the form in on our 
phones, which was very daunting.   
Annoyingly, if our return had been four 
days later, we would have skipped the 
PCR (and saved the money) as this 
measure was removed by the UK heath 
authorities.   
  The PCR has to be purchased from a 
private company and there are many of 
them, and it was hard which one to 
choose - all have different prices. So we 
chose and paid for one located in Brum.  
After paying, the company sent us a 
reference for the kit, which was re-
quired to be inserted in the Passenger 
Locator form. The locator form was 

completed and downloaded on 
our phones, and was required at 
UK Border control on our return. 
  One day after our arrival, the 
kit was delivered to our home. 
Within two days of our return, 
we did the test and sent it to the 
company - and never heard any-
thing from them. It transpired 
that they only contact you if you 
test positive.  
  One day later as we were walk-
ing in the park, we received a 
message from the NHS advising 
us that we had been in contact 
with a person who had tested 
positive, and that we have to self
-isolate. We knew it was from 
the flight.  
  They also sent us a link to open 
as soon as possible. It was yet 
another a form to be filled in. 
After we filled it in, they sent us 
a message saying that we did not need 
to self-isolate - it appeared to us that all 
passengers on the plane were sent the 
same message and were all asked to 
open the link and fill in the form. We 
assumed that after the form had shown  

 
that we were double- vaccinated, the 
request was reversed. It seems it is the 
only way they can determine who 
should self-isolate - by the process of 
elimination. 

 DURING their summer break to  
Exmoor Maureen Wade and her  
husband Bob came across the ‘Tarr 
Steps’ – a sort of bridge version of  
Stonehenge. 
  It is near the village of Dulverton on 
the Devon-Somerset border. It is 
known as a ‘clapper’ bridge - the name 
clapper bridge comes from 
the Medieval Latin claperius which 
means "pile of stones". 
  It is not exactly known how old the 
bridge is, but some date it back to 
1000 BC. Each slab weighs between 1 
– 2 tons. Sadly, if we want proof of 
climate change, despite being there 
for thousands of years, the Exmoor 
National Park Authority are now in a 
continuous battle with regular flood-
waters, having to rebuild the bridge 
every time the swollen river washes 
away the huge slabs. 
  However, it is good to see that this 
benefit from the Bronze Age is still 
regularly used by travellers.  

A Bronze Age stepping stone 

Travel trials  
(con.) 

◼ The  Aiya Napa cathedral in Limmasol 

◼ Built to last - the Tarr Steps still used 
by travellers today 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval_Latin
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How difficult can it be to  

send a parcel from 
Europe (post ‘oven 
ready’ Brexit)? 
◼ By Steve Garnowski  

B efore Brexit I lent my internet  
radio to my friend, Elaine, in  

Belgium, as she needed one and I was 
not using it.  
  I sent it by UPS. I paid for a label, 
printed it, stuck on the box and within 
three days it was in Brussels. Simple.  
  After Brexit Elaine had no further need 
for the radio so wished to send it back. 
Not so simple. 
  She bought a label, stuck on the box 
and took it to the drop-off point. The 
employee said: “Non, désolé de ne pas 
pouvoir le prendre, il doit y avoir une 
facture commerciale en 3 exemplaires 
avec elle” (“No, sorry can’t take it, 
there has to be a Commercial Invoice in 
3 copies with it.”).  
  Elaine downloaded a sample invoice 
and a sheet of advice on filling it in. She 
filled it in, and as advised, put it as “a 
gift” to avoid me paying import duty. As 
it was “a gift” she put the value as zero.    
  Elaine printed three copies and this 
time the shop accepted it.  
  Here is the Shipment Progress as  
detailed by UPS:  

 
08/10/2021 
19:40 Drop-Off Brussels,  
Belgium  
 
27/09/2021 
12:03  Label Created. Shipper  
created a label, UPS has not  

received the package yet. Belgium 
 
08/10/2021 
19:40  Your parcel is currently at 
the UPS Access Point™ and is 

scheduled to be tendered to UPS.  
Brussels, Belgium  

 
11/10/2021 
19:33 Drop-Off 
Brussels, Belgium  
 
13/10/2021 
17:15  Collection Scan 
Brussels, Belgium  

13/10/2021 
21:24  Origin Scan 
Brussels, Belgium  
 
14/10/2021 
14:53 A missing commercial  
invoice is causing a delay. We are 

currently waiting for information from the 
sender. 
Brussels, Belgium  

 
At this point we had to re-create the 
invoice and send it to the warehouse in 
Brussels, as they had lost the original. 

 
14/10/2021 
15:11  Warehouse Scan 
Brussels, Belgium  
 
15/10/2021 
13:32  Warehouse Scan 
Brussels, Belgium  
 
18/10/2021 
13:48  Warehouse Scan 
Brussels, Belgium  
 
18/10/2021 
17:28 Your parcel is on the way  
 
 
19/10/2021 
21:12  Your parcel is pending 
release from a government agency. 

Release of the package to UPS may take 
up to 10 days.  
 

At this point we had a message saying 
that Customs would not accept a zero 
value. We had to recreate the invoice a 
2nd time and put a token value of £40 
on it. 

 
20/10/2021 
10:59 Departed from Facility 
Brussels, Belgium  
 
20/10/2021 
18:47 Arrived at Facility 
Stanford Le Hope, United Kingdom  
 
20/10/2021 
21:09 Import Scan 
Stanford Le Hope, United Kingdom  

25/10/2021 
20:08 Warehouse Scan 
Stanford Le Hope, United Kingdom  
 
29/10/2021 
11:09 Your parcel is pending re-
lease from a government agency. 

Release of the package to UPS may take 
up to 10 days. / The package will be for-
warded to a UPS facility in the destination 
city.  

 
01/11/2021 
22:18 Departed from Facility 
Stanford Le Hope, United  
Kingdom  
 
02/11/2021 
1:15 Arrived at Facility 
Tamworth, United Kingdom  
 
02/11/2021 
4:27 On the Way 
Due to operating conditions, your 

package may be delayed. 
Tamworth, United Kingdom  

 
03/11/2021 
14:34 Commercial Inside Release 
Tamworth, GB  
 
05/11/2021 
12:06 UPS Access Point™  
possession 

Tamworth, GB  
 
05/11/2021 
12:07 Delivered 
BIRMINGHAM, GB 

 

I don’t  
believe it! 
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Quiz time! 
fun & games 

All answers overleaf 

  

 
'The fault, dear Brutus, is 
 not in our stars' comes 
from which Shakespeare 
play? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Which beans are most often used in Chilli con Carne? 
 
 
What is the name of the Oscar winning 1960 film starring 
Jack Lemmon and Shirley Maclaine? 

 
 
What are the inhabitants of Brittany called? 
 
 
What type of sherry is the lightest, driest and  
most delicate? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What does conflate mean?    
 
a) barter or deal    
 
b) ignore     
 
c) confuse or combine into  
a whole 

What is the full name of  
baseball's New York Mets? 

 
 
 
 

 
What does intrepid mean?    
 

                                        a) stumbling    
 
                                        b) unpleasantly hot    
 
                                        c)  fearless 
 

 
What ocean can you see from the Seychelles seashore?   
 

 
 Who did Jimmy Carter succeed   
 as President of the United  

     States? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Of which European country are Madeira and the 
Azores a part of? 

 
 
Which Scottish town is dominated by Ben Nevis? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Which dessert was created in honour of a  
prima ballerina? 

 
 
                            
            
 
 

 
 Which is the only  
country to have won the 

Eurovision Song Contest twice 
with the same  
performer? 
 
          Where did Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle's Hound of the 
Baskervilles roam? 

15 

14 

13 

12 

11 

10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

4 

5 

3 

2 

1 

 

TIME to get those brain-cells working.  
SUSAN McNEILL has put together  
these teasers for you... 

 

 
Answers on 

page 13 
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◼ An ancient Roman mosaic shows   
gladiators in combat - under the watchful 
eye of the Ref.  

fun & games 

 

NICK HULLEY has put  
together some ‘quite  
interesting’ facts from history 
that may surprise you: 

History lessons in Fake News 

THE modern image of a Roman Gladiatorial 
Contest is of a fight to the death.  This is 
actually far from true. Why?  Answer –  
money. 
  These were, in fact, not bloodbaths ending 
in death, but carefully orchestrated duels 
fought under the watchful eye of a referee. 
  Roman graffiti found in Pompeii for  
example, tells us that gladiators were ‘stars’ 
in the modern context with groups of loyal 
followers or ‘fans’, and were buried in  
expensive tombs.   
  Records confirm that some successful  
gladiators had their own private doctors and 
masseuses.   
  Fight organisers - called the Lanistae -  
financed the contests.  To them, good  
gladiators were a financial investment or 
asset. Often, through ‘influencing’ the  
referees , they insured their man “won”.   
  Like modern sport, commercial  
sponsorship was also involved. 
  You will have seen in films where at the 
end of the contest the Emperor or some VIP 
decided whether the loser lived or died.  
The decision to kill the loser however, was 
rarely made as the law stated that if a gladi-
ator was condemned to die, then the person 
making the decision had to compensate the 
Lanistae or the gladiator’s agent. 
  One historian analysed the outcome of 100 
contests fought in the 1st century AD and 
found that out of 200 contestants that took 
part in the fights, only 19 died. 
  Although the death toll wasn’t as high as 
Hollywood would have us believe, a death 
toll is a death toll, but I’m sure you can see 
the similarities with modern sport - that big 
finance and sponsorships played a key roll 
and may even have influenced one or two 
decisions. 

 

‘cum on you Retiarius! 

MOST people have an image of the former 
Emperor of France, Napoleon Bonaparte 
(1769-1821) as short and overweight.      
  Well towards the end of his life he was 
overweight but as for being short, this is 
not true. 
  He was very often depicted  in the British 
press as small to belittle his image (he was 
called ‘Le Petit Caporal’)  as Britain was at 
war with France for many years, until the 
Battle of Waterloo. 
  Napoleon was, in fact, 5 feet 6 inches tall 
at the time of his death in 1821.  The aver-
age height for a man in France at this time 
was 5 feet 5 inches so he was, in fact, 1 
inch above average height. 

Le Petit Caporal? 

◼ The ‘above average 
height’ Napoleon, and  
how we Brits  depicted  
our enemy 

THE myth of the ‘Wild West’ was largely inspired and exaggerated by Hollywood, in count-
less Western films and TV shows.  By 1959 U.S. TV was showing 26 TV Western series. The 
facts tell a different story. 
  Dodge City - often purported  as the most violent and lawless town in the ‘Wild West’ -  
had very few violent deaths.  In 1878 only five homicides took place, and this was Dodge’s 
worst year for violence. Statistically that year, you were more likely to be gunned down in 
Victorian London. 
  Bank robberies were also quite rare, with only 12 taking place on the western frontier 
between 1859 and 1904. 
  Killings of white people by Native Americans were also widely exaggerated. Around 
500,000 settlers passed through Native American territories between 1840 and 1860.  Just 
362 died from Native American attacks.  
  The Wild West was, however, truly dangerous for Native Americans, who faced genocide.  
Between 1830 and 1895, the number of Native Americans fell from 2 million to 90,000, 
mainly due to wars fought and lost to try to stop the white settlers from stealing their lands, 

and the resultant poverty, hunger and disease that followed on the enforced ‘Reservations’. 

The ‘West’ - not that wild after all 

THE myth goes that Sir Walter Raleigh brought back 
the potato from the ‘New World’ (now USA) as a gift 
for Elizabeth I. Not true. Potatoes did not grow in 
north America at the time of his voyage, and  
originally came from Chile and Colombia. The first 
spud in Europe arrived in Spain circa 1570, and  
Britain 20 years later.  
  They were not immediately popular. Protestants 
would not plant them because it was not mentioned 
in the Bible, although Catholics got around this by 
sprinkling their seed potatoes with Holy Water, and 
only planting them on Fridays.  

Tudor Spud-u-not-like 
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Answers on  
page 13 

 

1. Julius Caeser 
2. Red Kidney Beans 
3. The Apartment 
4. Bretons 
5. Fino 
6. c) confuse or combine into a 
whole e.g ‘the media tends to 
conflate Britain and England’ 
 

7. The New York Metropolitans 
8. c) fearless 
9. The Indian Ocean  
10. Gerald Ford 
11. Portugal 
12. Fort William 
13. Pavlova (after the Russian  
ballerina Anna Pavlova) 
14. Ireland 
15. Dartmoor 

Quiz Answers 

PEOPLE who cherish 
democracy think of 
the Magna Carta 
(‘The Great Charter’) 
as the beginning of 
modern democracy.  The Charter was signed by King John in 1215 at Runnymede 
after a successful revolt by England’s barons who were heartily fed up with the 
King’s ever increasing demands for more tax money from them. 
  The Charter contains 63 clauses, all dealing with the Baron’s grievances against 
King John.  An indicator to what was really behind Magna Carta is that 14 of the 
first 15 clauses deal with taxation and land rights for wealthy landowners, while 
clause 1 says the Magna Carta is for:  ‘…all free men of our realm and their heirs 
forever’.  
  That sounds good, but in reality, in 1215 English society was divided into two 
classes – the free and the unfree – the free being the aristocratic landowners 
and the unfree the serfs or villeins who worked the land for the Barons and 
made up most of the population. 
  Just below the King, the Barons were the richest and most powerful people in 
the land and so had no intention of dismantling the social divide on which their 
power rested. 
  There is nothing in Magna Carta about the rights of all men (or women!), only 
the rights of free men -i.e. the Barons. 
  Although Magna Carta did nothing for the common people, it is seen as the 
first step in weaking of the absolute power of the monarchy, so it has become 
symbolic as the birth of the struggle for democracy. However, King John, with 
the Pope’s blessing metaphorically tore up Magna Carta after just three months.  
  The vision of Magna Carta  as the birth of democracy is summed up in Rudyard 
Kipling’s poem What say for the reeds of Runnymede: 
 

“At Runnymede, at Runnymede 
Your rights were won at Runnymede 
No freeman shall be fined or bound 

Or disposed of freehold ground 
Except by lawful judgement found” 

 
Nice stirring poetry, but sadly, historically totally inaccurate. 

 Fake  news from history (con.) 

Magna Carta 
- a charter 
of noble self  
interest 

WE were all brought up on stirring films 
about World War II, which usually  
featured the stoic ‘Oxbridge’ officer 
staring adversity in the face, with his 
loyal but lowly soldier by his side 
(usually a chirpy Cockney). 
  For example, we know from watching 
The Dambusters over and over again, 
that they were all ‘fraffly’ well spoken 
public school boys? Wrong! 
  Many of those who volunteered for 
617 Squadron, the ‘Dambusters’, were 
socialists and internationalists who  
disagreed with the blanket bombing of 
German civilians, and instead wanted to 
attack military and economic targets 
only.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Several books about the Dambusters 
carry a picture of the air crews’ mess at 
the time – centre piece on the mess 
notice board is a large picture of Karl 
Marx.  
  The film, A Bridge Too Far, meanwhile 
depicts  the battle for the bridge at  
Arnhem. The film ends with the   
defeated British paratroopers  
mournfully signing ‘Abide with me’ as 
they surrender.  
  The renowned military historian  
Antony Beevor, in his book Arnhem, 
described what really happened when 
they were captured: “They sang while 
marching and grinned or made V for 
Victory signs… prisoners also sang the 
‘Internationale’ or the ‘Red Flag’.”  
  Nor did the film feature the  
paratroopers’ popular top sniper,  
Corporal Bolton. He was black. 

A myth too far... 
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ON 30 October 1938, 32 million Americans 
tuned into CBS radio to hear – apparently – 
some dance music by ‘Raymond Someone 
and his Otherwise Forgotten Band’. But 
suddenly an official sounding voice broke in 
saying: “We interrupt this programme….” 
  And so started Orson Welles interpretation 
of HG Wells’s ‘War of the Worlds’, and the 
Martian invasion of earth, adapted to be set 
in modern America.   
  Soon switchboards at police stations and 
radio stations were jammed by frightened 
listeners trying to find out if aliens were 
really attacking New York. In the new world 
of mass radio, it was the first case of ‘fake 
news’ causing mass panic.  
  Orson Welles, a little known 23 year old 
dramatist, knew what he was doing. The 
theatre troupe Welles headed, the Mercury 
group,  had been  triumphant to secure a 
regular slot on CBS with their new show, 
Mercury Theatre on the Air. But they only 
got that ‘dead slot’ because it clashed with 
the  Chase and Sanborn Hour, one of the 
most popular radio shows in the US, which 
aired at the same time on a rival station.  
   

Storm 
  
 The only way to break through was to cause 
a media storm – ‘there’s no such thing as 
bad publicity’ as the adage goes. It worked. 
Welles had ensured the programme went out 
the day before Halloween – the next day’s 
newspapers needed a ‘topical’ front page for 
their Halloween editions, and Welles had 
provided it:  ‘Wave of Mass Hysteria’ (New 
York Times), ‘Thousands in Fear’ (Herald 
Tribune), ‘Terror Through US’ (Daily News) 
screamed the headlines.  
  There was much mia cupla by CBS 
(although they rather liked the huge boost in 
ratings) while   Welles   gave  a ‘sincere 
apology’ (he’s an actor!), but also over night 
became the most famous actor in America.  
   Given the Halloween tradition in the US, 
Welles and CBS were forgiven by the public 
which after their initial scare, saw it as a 
great prank, in the same way we in the UK 
forgive the media if they pull off a good 
‘April Fools’.  
  Unfortunately, however, there were later 
other rising dramatists who tried to emulate 
Welles’ coup hoping for overnight fame, 
which had  more dangerous consequences.  

  The first came in Chile in 1944. A radio 
station there adapted the ‘live broadcast’ 
format for Chile, causing such a severe panic 
that one person died of a heart attack. The 
government took punitive action against the 
radio station.  
  The worse event however was in Ecuador 
in 1949. Leonardo Paez, Director of Arts at 
Radio Quito, the popular radio station in the 
country’s capital, took the ‘live broadcast’ 
format too far,   breaking   every rule of 
responsible broadcasting.  
  This was not prosperous 1930’s America. 
Ecuador had had years of turmoil with suc-
cessive military coups and dictatorships, 
while its bitter war with neighbouring Peru 
had only ended seven years earlier.  
  Prior to the broadcast, Radio Quito had got 
the local newspaper El Comercio, to print 
reports of UFOs being sighted over Ecuador. 
Then on the night of the broadcast, unlike 
Welles, Paez did not use a fictitious 
‘Otherwise Forgotten Band’ as part of the 
play, but broke into the established schedule 
of the popular evening music programme.  
 

Panic 
 
  The main cardinal sin however was to use a 
well known broadcaster – normally a 
‘trusted source’ – to break the news of the 
Martian invasion. But the initial make-
believe ‘bulletins’ just spoke of “an attack” 
on the nearby town of Cotocollao. So con-
vincing was the broadcast, the authorities 
dispatched the police to the site of the 
‘invasion’ to investigate.  
  The panic began – not just by those who 

believed the aliens were coming, but many 
who wondered was this an imaginary diver-
sion hiding the real threat of yet another 
military coup, or a smokescreen by Peru to 
reinvade its borders once more?  
  Paez then poured petrol onto an already 
smouldering situation. He used impression-
ists to mimic leading government figures 
that warned the Martians were now only 20 
miles from Quito and were releasing poison-
ous gas that would kill everything in its path. 
First the ‘trusted sources’, now ‘official’ 
figures were backing up the ‘news’.  
 

Riots  
 
   By now the government realised what was 
happening and ordered Radio Quito to halt 
the broadcast. The play was stopped half 
way through with the presenter explaining it 
was all a hoax. The many people already out 
on the streets saw their panic turn to fury. A 
huge crowd stormed Radio Quito, setting it 
on fire. The offices of El Comercio received 
the same fate.  The government sent in the 
Army to disperse the crowds, using tanks 
and tear gas. The melee left 10 people dead.  
  Radio Quito was shut down, not to re-open 
for two years. The producers were all arrest-
ed, but Paez managed to escape, eventually 
fleeing to Venezuela, never to return – he 
was a broken man, after discovering that his 
girlfriend and his nephew were amongst 
those killed by his stupidity. 
  It was an early lesson of the dangers of fake 
news.  
 

• *     *     *     *    * 

MARS ATTACKS! 
By our Special Correspondents 

E.Tee & U.Foe  
(with a little help from Bob Wade) 
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Answer: 9 ÷ 9 + 99 = 100 

 

 

Church Bulletin bloomers 

Darshan Bhumbla found this old  
compilation of howlers from Church  
Bulletins, that had been compiled by Max 
Bowen at Carrs Lane Church. Enjoy... 

‘Ladies, don’t  
forget the  
rummage sale. It’s 
a chance to get 
rid of those 
things not worth 
keeping around 
the house. Bring 
your  
husbands.’  

‘For those of you who have 
children and don’t know it, 

we have a nursery  
downstairs.’  

‘Irving Benson and Jessie 
Carter were married on 
October 24 in the church. 
So ends a friendship that 
began in their 

schooldays.‘ 

‘The ladies of the church have cast off 
clothing of every kind. They may be seen 
in the basement on Friday afternoon. ‘ 

‘The Associate Minister 
unveiled the church’s new 
tithing campaign slogan last 
Sunday:  
‘I Upped My Pledge –  

Up Yours’. 

 ‘This being 
Easter Sunday, 
we will ask 
Mrs Lewis to 
come forward 
and lay an egg 
on the altar. ‘ 

And now the spelling errors 

‘Potluck supper Sunday at 
5pm – prayer and medication 
to follow.’  

‘This evening at 7pm 
there will be hymn  
singing in the park 
across from the Church. 
Bring a blanket and 
come prepared to sin.‘ 

Sunday School Christmas Crackers 
CLARE asked her Sunday School class to 
draw pictures of their favourite Bible 
stories. She was puzzled by William’s 
picture which showed four people in an 
aeroplane, so she asked which story it 
represented.  
  “The Flight to Egypt” was his reply.  
  Pointing to each figure, Clare said: 
“That must be Joseph, Mary and baby 

Jesus but who is the fourth figure?” 
  William replied: “Oh, that’s Pontius, 
the pilot”. 
 
                         *      *      * 
 
A little girl became restless as the 
preacher’s sermon dragged on. Finally, 
she lent over to her mother and   

whispered: “Mummy, if we give him the 
money now will he let us go?” 
 
                         *      *      * 
 
THE Sunday School teacher asked little 
James: “Do you say prayers before 
eating?”  “No”, said James, “My mum is 
a good cook”. 



 

 

Come and join us! 
ARE you a retired member of UNISON and live in 
or near Birmingham? If so, come along and meet 
the Birmingham Retired Members section. We are 
a busy lot and we are always open to suggestions 
of other things to do.  

Interested? Then just get in touch with Yvonne on 
07854 155901 to find out about membership.  

 

PICTURES: happier times - a visit to the National Arboretum, a 
tour of Coventry Cathedral, and having fun at the ‘Festival of                                      
                                                    Friendship’ 

16 

The Birmingham UNISON  
Retired Members Committee 
would like to wish  
all members 
 

 

A merry 

Christmas 
And a Covid free  

New Year 


