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The world has been left appalled at the 
unprovoked Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
Now terrified civilians take shelter under-
ground while hundreds of thousands of 
women and children desperately try to 
cross the border to safety, to an uncertain 
future as a refugee. 
  UNISON immediately condemned the 
Russian invasion and has called for Russian 
troops to withdraw to allow meaningful 
peace talks to go ahead. 
  The union has reached out in solidarity to 
public service unions in Ukraine whose 
members are on the frontline trying to 
save lives as civilian casualties rise. Work-
ers and ordinary people in both Ukraine 
and Russia are the victims of this war, not 
the perpetrators. 
  UNISON has donated £10,000 to an ap-
peal by the International Trade Union 
Confederation, and is talking to our Euro-
pean and international union federations, 
EPSU and PSI, about how we can practical-
ly support those unions and Ukrainian 
public service workers. 
  UNISON branches and members have 
been asking how they can help. The ITUC 
has launched an appeal to support the 
Ukrainian trade union movement and 
ordinary workers in Ukraine. Donations 
should be sent to ITUC-CSI, account num-
ber 068-9007804-23 with Belfius Banque 
SA, Boulevard Pacheco 44, B – 1000 Brus-
sels. (BIC/Swift code: GKCCBEBB – IBAN 
code: BE92 0689 0078 0423).  
  We can also donate to the many humani-
tarian collections taking place. On the day 
of the invasion for example, my street’s 
WhatsApp group put out an appeal for a 
collection at 3pm – by 7pm our local ten-
nis club hall was nearly full up! 
The main materials needed are winter 
clothing, medicines and non-perishable 
foodstuffs. 

◼ The collection from my street - the call went out at 3pm, and all this came in by 7pm 

 

 

UKRAINE
What we 
can do 



 news update 2 

 

 

AS the whole country already faces a huge 
hike in gas and electricity prices, the Na-
tional Pensioners’ Convention has warned 
that the Ukraine crisis will now trigger fur-
ther global fuel price rises, and have called 
on the Chancellor to move to protect the 
UK’s older people.  
  NPC General Secretary Jan Shortt said: 
“We fear how the conflict will impact on 
older people in the UK – millions of whom 
are already struggling to afford their energy 
bills - as the war causes a steep hike in glob-
al fuel prices.” 
 “Many NPC members have just received 
shocking new fixed tariff quotes from their 
suppliers that are double the rate they are 
currently paying. Now they worry uncapped 
energy prices will make their gas and elec-
tric completely unaffordable as the world 
markets react to the Ukraine conflict.  
  “The Chancellor must do more to alleviate 
rising fuel costs for our oldest and most 
vulnerable. His measures to date are far 
from enough – now world events are going 
to make fuel poverty into a crisis at home.”   
“My own MP has written to Chancellor Rishi 
Sunak asking why he put me and everyone 
else into debt to the tune of £200 without 
asking when other countries with less 
viable economies have just taken that off 
bills or given it to householders.” 

THE Government response to the energy 
crisis is demonstrably inadequate. Anger at 
the Government’s poor response to an 
energy crisis, that will result in up to £700 
more on the cost of heating the average 
home by April, are shared by the TUC, Fuel 
Poverty Action, Resolution Foundation, 
Alzheimer’s Society, and many others.  
  What is so appalling is the disregard by 
this Government to the consequences for 
older, vulnerable and less well-off people, 
already facing a cost-of-living crisis. There 
can be no excuses for Johnson and Sunak - 
if they had any doubt about the impact of 
older people being unable to heat their 
own homes and feed themselves, they 
need look no further than their own statis-
ticians and Public Health England. The 
Office for National Statistics (ONS) reported 
over 50,000 Excess Winter Deaths for 2017
-18, the highest recorded number since 
1975-76.  
  Over one third of those Excess Winter 
Deaths were attributed to respiratory di-
sease, with the vast majority (nearly 70%) 
being people over the age of 64 with even 
higher numbers among women over the 
age of 84.  
  In that same report the ONS identified 
another major contributory factor resulting 
in Excess Winter Deaths was poor home 
insulation, lack of cladding and double 
glazing.  
  Public Health England have identified cold 
homes as being associated with high blood 
pressure in older people and weak immune 

systems, resulting in respiratory infection.  
  Tony O’Brien, the Chair of the NPC Hou-
sing Working Party, addressing a protest 
outside Downing Street on 7 February, 
said : “We know that from April it will cost 
up to £700 more to heat the average 
home, and by October it will rise again to a 
further £300. With OFGEM now saying they 
they will review gas prices every three 
months, this price hike may even be sooner 
than October.  
 « Experts have found that these price in-
creases are likely to continue over the next 
three years. Yet the Government response 
has been poor - handing out a loan of £200 
in October that will be paid back over the 
next five years ; and giving a council tax 
rebate of £150 with no arrangements for 
the 25% of households who do not pay the 
council tax by direct debit, or renters’ and 
sharers’ whose bills are included.”  
  So how do we avoid this “Perfect Storm” ? 
Here’s how : 
• A Windfall tax on the major energy provi-
ders  
• Increase the Winter Fuel allowance to 
£500- backdated to 2021 -increased each 
year in line with energy price rises.  
• Re-instate the £20 Universal Credit  
• End 5% vat on energy bills  
• Nationalise the Energy Industry  
• Introduce a ring fenced 1% tax increase 
on the wealthiest 1%  
• Increase the Warm Homes Discount – 
with an annual increase in line with energy 
price rises.  

End fuel poverty now 
◼ By Brian Albutt 

Ukraine  
invasion 
could trigger 
yet more 
global fuel 
price rises 
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THE introduction of Prescription charges 
has long been an issue of contention for 
politicians, health professionals and those 
of us who believe in a NHS that is publicly 
owned, publicly funded.  
  It was the Conservative government led by 
John Major that introduced free prescrip-
tion charges for anyone over the age of 60, 
effectively equalising prescription exemp-
tions for men in line with the State Retire-
ment Age for Women.  
  In 2014, the Coalition Government’s Baker 
Commission New settlement for health and 
Social Care   recommended a review of 
Prescription charges, bringing them in line 
with current and future State Retirement 
Age for men and women.  
  It is only  now,   with a   parliamentary 
majority of 79 seats, that a Conservative 
Government could implement the recom-
mendations of the Baker Commission and 
end free prescriptions for over 60s living in 
England. -      
  In the summer of 2021, the Department of 
Health and Social Care ran a consultation on 
“Aligning the upper age for NHS Prescrip-
tions Charge Exemption with the State Pen-
sion Age”, which we know is due to increase 
to 68 by 2046. According to AGE UK, over 
40,000 have responded to the consultation 
with more than 23 organisations writing to 
the Secretary of State for Health and Social 
Care, expressing their concern at these 
proposals. But there is no room for  
complacency.  
  According to the DHSC, “Over half of the 
3.7 million adults aged 60 -65 in the UK 
have long-term health conditions, under the 
proposals, two thirds of that age group will 
become ineligible for free prescriptions.”    
  Caroline Abrahams, Charity Director of 
AGE UK said: “We are already having some 
older people on multiple medicines saying 
they will have to choose which ones to 
drop, and others are expecting to ration 
how much they take. The problem is that 
treatments don’t work like that.”  
  Members of the Prescription Charge  
Coalition, an alliance of more than 20  
organisations have also been critical of the 
proposals.  
  Paul Day Director of the Pharmacists  
Defence said: “The introduction of this  
government policy in England will impact 
some of the most vulnerable members of 
society... Any measure that self- manage 
their long-term conditions, will increase the 
risk of people needing more support.”  

news update 

THE campaign against the relentless tide of 
NHS privatisation was dealt a blow in Febru-
ary, when a judicial review dismissed 
UNITE’S case that there was a lack of pa-
tient consultation when GP practices in 
London were taken over by US health insur-
ance giant Centene Corporation. 
‘Doctors in Unite’ said that it was ‘deeply 
disappointing’ that this case was dismissed, 
but that it was even more imperative to 
campaign against the accelerating pace of 
NHS privatisation under the Johnson gov-
ernment. 
Campaigners had argued at the High Court 
that there had been a lack of consultation 
with patients, following the takeover early 
in 2021 by Centene’s UK subsidiary Operose 
Health of the privately-owned AT Medics 
set up in 2004 by six NHS GPs and which 
runs 37 GP practices across London. 
Campaign organisations, including Unite, 
Keep Our NHS Public, 999 Call for the NHS 
and We Own It, spearheaded the campaign 
which saw the public donate generously so 
that the judicial review went ahead into the 
decision-making process by the North Cen-

tral London Clinical Commissioning Group 
(CCG). 
  Doctors in Unite chair Jackie Applebee 
said: “While this is a set-back, it will make 
us be all the more determined to expose 
the misguided privatisation ideology that is 
undermining the founding principles of the 
NHS – that services are free at the point of 
delivery for all those in need.” 

AFTER many years, a photograph of the 
1930’s British Fascist leader, Oswald 
Mosley, has finally been removed from the 
Lower Bar area of Birmingham Town Hall.  
  It has been replaced by a picture of Paul 
Robeson, the great singer and poilical acti-
vist who appeared at the Town Hall in 
1949.  Even from beyond the grave, Paul 
Robeson has continued to defeat fascists ! 
  Why was there a picture of Oswald 
Mosley in Birmingham Town Hall in the first 
place? 
  After a refurbishment of the building 
some years ago, a selection of people who 
appeared at the Town Hall were displayed 
in photographs in the bar. So among the 
famous   performers and  muscicians a 
picture of the British Fascist leader ap-
peared. He did speak on the Town Hall 
stage at a Fascist rally before World War II. 
The picture in   the bar did not have an 
explanation beside it.  
  Birmingham Town Hall is one of the city’s 
most iconic buildings which should never 
have been desecrated with the photograph 
of a Fascist. 
  The late Andy Howell (socialist and former 
Deputy Leader of Birmingham City Council) 
and myself had been campaigning for it’s  
 

 
removal for some considerable time. Sadly, 
Andy passed away last year and did not 
witness the photo’s removal. I regard the 
outcome  as another tribute to Andy Ho-
well’s legacy. 
  Let us never forget that Fascism killed 
over 50 million people in the 1940’s and 
spread hatred and division throughout the 
world. We live with  the consequences 
every day. 
  Well done to Birmingham Town Hall for 
removing the picture of the Fascist Oswald 
Mosley. But it should never have been 
there in the first place. 
By Donald McCombie 

Mosley out - at last! 

◼ Fascists out! Oswald Mosley 

UNITE loses London GP 
privatisation case 

 

Save Free 
Prescriptions 



Age is but a Number… 

AS my 70th birthday approached I  
wondered how to celebrate. 
  The allocated three score and ten years 
was almost reached. Excess was  
expected. Would it mean a lavish  
holiday ? 
Would it mean lavish gifts?  
Would it mean lavish helpings of 
birthday cake? 
Would I play the Pyramid Stage at  
Glastonbury? 
Would I just be grateful to have made it 
thus far ? 
 
Then I pondered upon my Scottish  
Presbyterian heritage. Lavish anything 
would be the wrong response. 
How could I enjoy luxury when so many people had so little. 
So I sat down and poured myself a nice, nourishing glass of water and thought. 
 
There was a flash of light and I beheld a vision. Instead of the number 70 I saw 26.2 miles, 
the distance of a marathon. So it was I planned a birthday marathon run and just to make it 
more of a challenge I would do it on the night before my birthday in the cold of a February 
evening. I planned the route of 2.62 miles on the level country roads, to be repeated 10 
times. Easy. 
 
And so it was on the chosen evening of 11 February I set off equiped with fluorescent  
running gear, a spectacular head torch, along with my daughter and two neighbours as  
running pace setters. I also had a secret weapon. I wore the Miners Strike T-shirt that  
belonged to dear old school friend, UNISON/NALGO activist and comrade Alun Gunter. This 
was gifted to me following Alun's death last year. He was the school cross country  
champion,  so I was in safe hands. Thanks, Alun. 
 
Off into the silent night I ran and ran and ran until eventually the number 11 turned to the 
number 12 ....both 12 o'clock and the 12th February,  my birthday. The number 70 had  
miraculously turned to 26.2. 
 
The time? More numbers. Well, the first Marathon was 490 BC , I finished in 2022. 
I make that 2,512 years. That must be some sort of record. I blame the pace setters. 
Thanks to all of you who have been part of life's marathon run. In the words of that great 
philosopher, Bart Simpson....EAT MY DUST . 
 
PS - It has just been announced that Paul McCartney will be playing the Pyramid Stage at 
Glastonbury  at the age of 80. 
That is the next challenge. I have ten years to get there. 
 
As I said age is but a number.  

◼ By Donal McCombie 

 4 fun & games 

◼ HAPPY 70th DONALD! 
 

MY wife, Alice, and I often walk in some local fields where there is a bench dedicated to a married cou-
ple who used to farm the area. There are two plaques on the bench, firstly for the husband and then a 
few years later for his wife. It says you should enjoy the view and think of them. Lovely - and we do. 
  One day we were coming up one of the fields, near the bench, and were sure we could hear a voice. 
However, we looked around and could see no-one. We continued and crossed a stile over a hedge at a 
field boundary. Again, we could hear a voice. Was it the ‘farmer couple’ chatting on the bench? 
Spooky! Still no-one in sight, just the bench nearby. Then we noticed something. Look carefully in this 
picture and there is a foot sticking out of the hedge. A man was lying there, talking on his mobile 
phone. We said ‘Hi’ and he replied. We expected to see a can of cider in brown paper bag, but didn’t. 

We have never seen him again.  
◼ By Stephen Garnowski 

‘We saw a man who was not there…’ 

Places to visit, 
things to do 
 
 
 
Beatrix Potter at the V&A 
An exhibition has opened at the London 
V&A museum on Beatrix Potter. The muse-
um and the National Trust between them 
have some 200 artefacts on display, illus-
trating her life as an author, illustrator, natu-
ral scientist, and farmer. She lived in Ken-
sington in London, and her love of nature 
began with visits to the countryside with her 
family. In 1905 at the age of 47, she bought 
a home in the Lake District called ‘Hill Top’, 
which she bequeathed to the National Trust.  
Herbert Art Gallery and Museum, Coventry 
Following their ‘Year of Culture’, Coventry 
has an exhibition at the HAGM called ‘Be 
Yourself – Everyone Else is Already Taken’, 
by Coventry born Daniel Lismore, an artist, 
designer and more.  The exhibition is free 
but you have to book on-line for tickets, 
while the HAGM is not far from Coventry 
Cathedral which is also worth a visit.  
 
Roundhouse, Birmingham 
The Roundhouse has now completed reno-
vation. The building was originally designed 
by William Henry Ward and completed in 
1874. The horse shoe shape building was at 
the heart of Birmingham’s waterways for 
150 years, with canal barges carrying coal, 
iron works etc, all pulled by horses. The 
roads inside are still cobbled, and the cafe 
will open in April.  
 
Henley Ice Cream 
Henley Ice Cream was started by two bro-
thers, Harry and Arthur Fathers, who were 
milkmen in Rubery, but later moved to Tu-
dor Dairies in Henley-in-Arden. In the eve-
nings as a side-line, they followed their mo-
ther’s recipie to make ice cream.  Their busi-
ness was eventually taken over by Ross Food 
Ltd, but Henley Ice Cream is still open today, 
with a shop in Henley High Street. Eighty 
years on, the ice cream is still fab ! 

◼ By Said Mouneinme 



 5 

A fter the past two years, I was really looking forward to our fam-
ily holiday for five days in Iceland, a place I’ve always wanted to 

visit.  
  On the Monday, we set off for Manchester Airport. The first thing 
that went wrong was the flight being delayed for 24 hours! So it was 
the first night in a nice airport hotel.  
  24 hours later on the Tuesday we flew out to Iceland. We landed 
OK, but the weather was snowy and windy. We picked up our nine-
seater minibus for five adults and four grandchildren. We were stay-
ing at a big villa, in a place called Selfoss, about one and half hours 
from the airport. Half way there, the road was closed, so we had to 
turn back. We eventually got there at 1.30am the next morning, 
parked up the minibus, but the snow was very deep everywhere.  
  Up and out for 9am as our first trip was booked for 11am. But the 
minibus was frozen solid in snow, which took us three hours to dig 
out. So we missed out on our first trip as there were no later places, 
much to the disappointment of the grandkids, as it was snorkelling 
between two tectonic plates.  
  Thursday was a beautiful day, and we went to the Blue Lagoon 
geothermal water, which was so lovely, you didn’t want to get out.  
  Next afternoon was Reykjavik seeing the sights, plus cocktails in an 
ice bar served in ice glasses. The evening was spent in the hot tub - 
also geothermally heated - drinking Prosecco. 
  Friday morning, it was time to pack up and go home. We set off 
hoping to see some sights on the way to the airport, but the wind 
was blowing and the snow came down - what could possibly go 
wrong? We then it a snow bank, and had to call for help. About an 
hour later someone came and dug us out, but we still had to wait 
for a snowplough to open up the road. Our planned last trips were 
all cancelled because of the weather, and we only just made it to 
the airport for our flight home.  
  It was still a lovely holiday, lovely to spend time together, but what 
an adventure we had (although I never got to saw the Northern 
Lights).  

Iceland: a real winter holiday 

Out & About (at last) 

◼ By Yvonne Hadley 

◼ That’s the way to do it! Yvonne enjoys the Blue Lagoon.  
Below: family fun in the snow. Below left: white-out. Fortunately, 
help was on hand.  
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Wads are not good 
for the woods 

O n a recent walk in the countryside 
with my wife, Alice, we came across 

these orange objects in and on the side of 
a small river. We were not sure what they 
were. We continued our walk.  

  A little further on we found this sign 
pinned up. 

  We then realised that what we were 
looking at in the river were the remains of 
the little round plates which are used as 
targets for Clay Pigeon shooting. To be 
honest, they had made quite a mess. 
 
Sometimes we see more litter from this 
sport in the form of used shot-gun  
cartridges, just lying on the ground. 

◼ By Stephen Garnowski 

As we continued, we came across this  
compound in the wood, surrounded by 
tyres.  
  This is where they gather for their shooting 
sessions. If you look to the right, where the 

arrow is, this is where 
they fire the target 
from.  
  Inside the little shed is 
a machine like this. It 
hurls the clay targets 
into the sky to be shot 
at. You can see them 

stacked up in the tube.  
 
So, what is a ‘Wad’ and why are plastic ones 
banned?  
  See the picture (right), the ‘wad’ fits  
between the gunpowder and the actual lead 
shot or a single slug. It keeps the shot  
together and 
guides it up the 
barrel of the 
gun. With the 
concern about 
plastic in the 
environment 
many shooting 
clubs now insist 
on their mem-
bers only using 
a ‘wad’ made of 
fibre, which is 
bio-degradable 
and not danger-
ous to animals if 
they eat it.  
Apparently two 
‘wads’ are the 
equivalent 

amount of plastic to one carrier bag.  
  One final photo, this is an old Home Office 
sign in the woods near us and it has been 
blasted with a shotgun  

Out & About (at last) 
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Top two photos Aiya Napa cathe-
dral Limmasol

◼ Susan Mouneinme has been out and about with her camera and 
caught these scenes. Main picture - these old Oak trees in Charlecote 
Park in Warwickshire sadly did not escape the recent storms and high 
winds. Above - Highbury Park and Charlecote Park coming into bloom. 
Right: the Iron Man returns to his place in Victoria Square. 

 
 
 
 
 
THE Grand Hotel in Colmore Row is back to its former 
glory. Maureen and her husband Bob went for lunch 
to have a nose. They explained to the manager they 
had had their wedding reception there 40 years ago - 
they got shown a grand tour: pictured is the  
magnificent  ball room.  
  In 1982, their reception consisted of a three course 
meal for 30 people, a buffet and evening disco for 100 
people, and a free overnight room for the happy  
couple. Cost? £600. We think it would cost a bit more 
at the Grand Hotel today... 

The refurbished Grand 
looks very grand 

Out & About (at last) 

Spring 
scenes 
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Quiz time! 
fun & games 

All answers overleaf 

  

 
What nationality 
was the artist  
Rembrandt?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Which fruit is normally used to decorate a Black Forest 
gateau? 
 
  
What is the meaning of intransigence? 
       a) stubbornness    
 

 
    b) hard travel     
 
 
   c) secret information 
 
 

 
Monrovia, the capital of the African country, Liberia, lies 
on the coastline of which ocean? 

 
What sort of vehicle would you see on the Cresta Run? 
 

The zodiac sign of Gemini is 
also known as the sign of the 
what? 
 
 
 

If you cross the channel from Newhavaven by ferry, where 
in France do you normally dock? 

 
 
In which country is the Corinth Canal? 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From which two  
countries did the  

Anzac troops come from? 
 
In which branch of 
the Services did the 

then Princess Elizabeth 
serve during World  
War II? 
 

 
What is the  
surname of the 

Belgian author who 
created the detective 
        Maigret? 
 

 
Which comedy 
series was filmed in 
the Yorkshire  
village of 

 Holmfirth? 
 
 
 
 

 
What does 'incredulity' mean? 
          a)  ambition    

 
  b) treachery    
 
  c) optimism   
 
    d)  disbelief 
 

 
This capital city was formerly  
known as Kantipur? 
 
Who wrote The Pit  
and the Pendulum? 
 

 

15 

14 

13 

12 

11 

10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

4 

5 

3 

2 

1 

 

TIME to get those brain-cells working.  
SUSAN McNEILL has put together  
these teasers for you... 

 

 
Answers on 

page 9 



Birmingham Retired Members Section 

CHAIR      Maureen Wade - 0121 354 8223 

MEMBERSHIP SEC. 
 

    Yvonne Hadley - 07854 155901 

TREASURER     Susan McNeill - 0121 554 5167  

Birmingham Unison Branch 
Committee Liaison  

    Nick Hulley - 0121 682 1711 

Vice Chair & Welfare Officer    Eleanor Dixon - 0121 356 5676 

West Midlands Region Unison    Maureen Wade - 0121 354 8223 
   Brian Allbutt - 0758 687 2063  

West Midlands Pensioners  
Convention 

   Dorothy Lamb - 0121 378 5751 
   Maureen Wade - 0121 354 8223 

Technology    Steve Garnowski - 07774 196278  

Out and About     Susan Mouneimne - 0121 444 5560 

Rambles     Michael Murray - 01922 632 162 

Speakers Programme    Jenny Smith - 0121 354 6680 

Committee Members without 
portfolio 

   Loretta Parris - 0121 333 4372 
   Joan Richards 
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COMMITTEE CONTACTS 

 

branch update 

Quiz answers 
Here are the answers: 
 
1. Dutch 
2. Cherry 
3. Stubbornness 
4. Atlantic Ocean 
5. Toboggan 
6. Twins 
7. Dieppe 
8. Greece 
9. Australia and New Zealand 
10. Auxiliary Territorial Service 
11. Simenon 
12. Last of the Summer Wine 
13. d) disbelief 
14. Kathmandu 
15. Edgar Allen Poe 

MARCH 8th marked International Women’s 
Day, and the action by UNISON members 
at Glasgow City Council shows the struggle 
for equality still rages.  
  In a ballot of just under 9,000 workers, 
with 52.5% of members voting, 96% of 
UNISON members voted to take further 
industrial action.  
  The ballot comes as part of a long-running 
legal dispute with Glasgow City council 
around equal pay.  
  UNISON general secretary Christina 
McAnea said: “Women in Glasgow City 
Council have had promise after promise on 
equal pay and this saga has been going on 
for decades. Making women wait for many 
more years is not acceptable. 
“This is a debt owed to women in the city 

and must be paid. If it was the other way 
round, the council would take no time at all 
in starting recovery action to recover debts 
owed to them.  
  “Despite the Equal Pay Act being intro-
duced in 1970, over 50 years later employ-
ers still think they can get away with paying 
women less.  
  “The average woman works effectively for 
free for 56 days of the year, compared with 
the average man.  
  “I say it time and again: our UNISON 
women show the real power of a union. 
And this result was another one of those 
great achievements, brought about by the 
relentless organising and campaigning 
efforts of inspiring women trade  
unionists.”  

International Women’s Day  



 

 

Come and join us! 
ARE you a retired member of UNISON and live in 
or near Birmingham? If so, come along and meet 
the Birmingham Retired Members section. We are 
a busy lot and we are always open to suggestions 
of other things to do.  

Interested? Then just get in touch with Yvonne on 
07854 155901 to find out about membership.  

 

PICTURES: happier times - a visit to the National Arboretum, a 
tour of Coventry Cathedral, and having fun at the ‘Festival of                                      
                                                    Friendship’ 
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WE ARE now planning to hold our 
first physical Coffee Morning, on 
Monday 14 March at the  
Birmingham Midlands Institute. 
  It is an old building with steps to the 
John Peake Room where we will 
meet, but it does have a lift. The 
room itself is able to hold around 35 
social distanced people And has win-
dows that can be opened to ventilate. 
A buffet and drinks are included. 
  This will be the AGM, and nomina-
tions are in for the all the posts out-
lined on page 9.  The Accounts have 
been produced and audited, so a spe-
cial thanks to Treasurer Susan 
McNeill and auditor Jan Hulley. 
   We will also elect delegates to this 
year’s UNISON Retired Members na-
tional conference, to be held in  
Brighton in June - I have already been 

elected as a delegate from the region, 
so there are delegate places available 
from our branch.  
  The next coffee morning will also be 
held at the BMI, on Wednesday 20 
April - speaker to be arranged. 
   
Subscriptions: if you haven’t paid 
them already, the meeting will be the 
opportunity to pay your annu-
al £10 subscription - cheques 

payable to the Birmingham UNISON 
Retired Members .  
 
Or post your cheque to: Yvonne Had-
ley, 116 Bleakhouse Road, Oldbury 
West Midlands B68 0LT: please en-
close a SAE so we can send you your  
membership card.   

AGM Coffee morning at BMI on Monday  
14th March 
◼ By Maureen Wade 

The BMI is in Margaret Street, behind the  
Council House in Birmingham city centre 


